
 

Third Sunday of Lent  
15th March 2020  

 
 
 
 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  
FRANKSTON  

 

60 Davey Street, Frankston 3199 

St. Francis Xavier Programme  
Sunday  Masses Vigil Mass:  6.00pm Saturday Evening   
          Sunday:  8.30am, 10.30am,  5.30pm 
Weekday  Masses Tues  -  Sat 9.15 am Mon -  1st + 3rd   of   month  
Liturgy  of  Word & Communion  Service   
Mon -  9.15am   2nd,  4th  +  5th  Mon of month 
Exposition  of  Blessed  Sacrament & Adoration  
Wed 8.40am- Fri after 9.15am Mass   
1st Fri of  month, 24 hour adoration following Mass 
Reconciliation Sat:  10am  & 5.30pm 
Anointing of the Sick Mass 1stThurs of month  9.15am 
Rosary   Wednesday after 9.15am Mass Before Mass Tues & Saturday 

Gospel—John 4:5-42  
Jesus came to the Samaritan town called Sychar, near the land that 
Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob's well is there and Jesus, tired 
by the journey, sat straight down by the well. It was about the sixth 
hour. When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to 
her, 'Give me a drink.' His disciples had gone into the town to buy 
food. The Samaritan woman said to him, 'What? You are a Jew and 
you ask me, a Samaritan, for a drink?' - Jews, in fact, do not         
associate with Samaritans. Jesus replied: 

'If you only knew what God is offering 
and who it is that is saying to you: 
Give me a drink, 
you would have been the one to ask, 
and he would have given you living water.' 

'You have no bucket, sir,' she answered 'and the well is deep: how 
could you get this living water? Are you a greater man than our father 
Jacob who gave us this well and drank from it himself with his sons 
and his cattle?' Jesus replied: 

'Whoever drinks this water 
will get thirsty again; 
but anyone who drinks the water that I shall give 
will never be thirsty again: 
the water that I shall give 
will turn into a spring inside him, welling up to eternal life.' 

'Sir,' said the woman 'give me some of that water, so that I may never 
get thirsty and never have to come here again to draw water.' 'Go 
and call your husband' said Jesus to her 'and come back here.' The 
woman answered, 'I have no husband.' He said to her. 'You are right 
to say, "I have no husband"; for although you have had five, the one 
you have now is not your husband. You spoke the truth there.' 'I see 
you are a prophet, sir' said the woman. 'Our fathers worshipped on 
this mountain, while you say that Jerusalem is the place where one 
ought to worship.' Jesus said: 

'Believe me, woman, the hour is coming 
when you will worship the Father 
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 
You worship what you do not know; 
we worship what we do know; 
for salvation comes from the Jews. 
But the hour will come - in fact it is here already - 
when true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth: 
that is the kind of worshipper 
the Father wants. 

God is spirit, 
and those who worship 
must worship in spirit and truth.' 

The woman said to him, 'I know that Messiah - that is, Christ - is 
coming; and when he comes he will tell us everything.' 'I who am 
speaking to you,' said Jesus 'I am he.' 

At this point his disciples returned, and were surprised to find him 
speaking to a woman, though none of them asked, 'What do you 
want from her?' or, 'Why are you talking to her?' The woman put 
down her water jar and hurried back to the town to tell the people, 
'Come and see a man who has told me everything I ever did; I      
wonder if he is the Christ?' This brought people out of the town and 
they started walking towards him. 

Meanwhile, the disciples were urging him, 'Rabbi, do have something 
to eat'; but he said, 'I have food to eat that you do not know about.' 
So the disciples asked one another, 'Has someone been bringing him 
food?' But Jesus said: 

'My food 
is to do the will of the one who sent me, 
and to complete his work. 
Have you not got a saying: 
Four months and then the harvest? 
Well, I tell you: 
Look around you, look at the fields; 
already they are white, ready for harvest! 
Already the reaper is being paid his wages, 
already he is bringing in the grain for eternal life, 
and thus sower and reaper rejoice together. 
For here the proverb holds good:  
one sows, another reaps; 
I sent you to reap 
a harvest you had not worked for. 
Others worked for it; 
 and you have come into the rewards of their trouble.' 

Many Samaritans of that town had believed in him on the strength of 
the woman's testimony when she said, 'He told me all I have ever 
done', so, when the Samaritans came up to him, they begged him to 
stay with them. He stayed for two days, and when he spoke to them 
many more came to believe; and they said to the woman, 'Now we 
no longer believe because of what you told us; we have heard him 
ourselves and we know that he really is the saviour of the world.' 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 

ST. JOHN the EVANGELIST  
FRANKSTON EAST  

 

20 Coral Street, Frankston East 3199 

  St. John’s Programme 

Sunday  Masses  Vigil Mass:   7.00pm Saturday Evening   

         Sunday: 8.30am, 10.00am  

Weekday  Masses   Tuesday  -  Saturday  9.00 am   

Liturgy  of  Word & Communion  Service Monday  -  9.00am   

Exposition  of  Blessed  Sacrament & Adoration 

Wednesday 8.30am-8.55am, Friday  after 9.00am Mass  

Reconciliation Saturday:  9.30am & 6.15pm 

Anointing of the Sick Mass 1st Thursday of month  9.00am 

Rosary   Before weekday Mass, (except Wed) Sat at 9.30am 

 

PARISH OFFICE: 60 Davey Street, Frankston 3199 Phone: 9783 3484   Email: frankston@cam.org.au  

Web: www.frankstoncatholic.com.au  Office Hours :  9.00am -  4.00pm  Monday  to Friday 

 Parish Priest:  Fr Chinua Okeke CSSp  chinua.okeke@cam.org.au 

Assistant Priest:  Fr Jude Agorchukwu CSSp jude.agorchukwu@cam.org.au 

Deacon:    Rev Kevin Pattison   kevin.pattison@cam.org.au 

Secretaries: Christina Williams, Bethany Plowright & Evangeline Phillips 

HOMILY  

CHRIST OUR LIVING WATER 
 

   In the first reading from the book of Exodus, (Ex 17:3-7), the people of Israel made a complaint 
   against Moses and God because they were dying of thirst at Horeb, in the desert. They wondered 
   why Moses had brought them out from Egypt, only to die of thirst in the desert. They seemed to 
have forgotten all their plights in Egypt because they were thirsty. In Egypt, their male children were killed, their 
women were forced to marry the Egyptians and they were slaves working under taskmasters. Due to their thirst, 
they became oblivious of the presence of God among them.  The Lord ordered Moses to strike a designated rock 
with his staff so that water would gush out for the  people to drink. Moses struck the rock and water gushed out, and 
the people and their livestock drank to their satisfaction. It is a common experience that when we feel thirsty, we 
just want to quench the thirst. While I am aware that severe thirst can lead to dehydration which is a health hazard, 
however, the people of Israel ought to have been patient with the Lord because the Lord will always provide. They 
should have remembered all the marvels the Lord worked for them in Egypt, (the plagues), and all the wonders he 
had continued to do for them in the desert. The water the Lord provided for the people of Israel in the desert satiated 
their physical thirst, but not their spiritual thirst. Psalm 42: 1-2 stated that, just as the deer longs for running stream 
so are our souls longing for God. Hence, our souls are restless, said St Augustine, until they rest in the Lord.  

The Gospel of today, (Jon 4:5-42), started with the dialogue between Jesus and a Samaritan woman at Patriarch 
Jacob’s well. The woman had come to draw water and Jesus had asked her to give him some water to drink. She 
was stunned that a Jew, (due to Jesus’ attire or accent), should even talk to a Samaritan, let alone ask for a drink 
from a Samaritan woman. Moreover, this woman was not of good repute in her community due to her multiple  
marriages and concubinages, hence, she came to draw water at midday when there was more likelihood that she 
would meet no one at the well. 

Feel her astonishment when she responded to Jesus’ request, “’What? You are a Jew and you ask me, a   Samaritan, 
for a drink?’” It meant that Jesus was willing to drink from a utensil already used by a  Samaritan, which most Jews 
would despise. The Jews were at loggerheads with the Samaritans; they looked down on them as second-class      
citizens. The history of their enmity goes back to the conquest of the Northern Israel with Samaria as the capital by 
the Assyrians in 722 BC. The Assyrians spread a good   number of the people of Israel across the empire never to 
return to Israel again and populated the land of Israel with people from other nationalities; unlike the captivity of 
the Southern Israel by the Babylonians in 537 BC, where the Israelites were camped as a block in Babylon and    
returned en masse at the end of their captivity. Hence, for the Southern Israelites, the Northern Israel had become a 
mix race, no longer Jews. 

Though Jesus’ initial dialogue with the Samaritan woman was about physical water, he gradually drew her to a    
spiritual encounter with God when he said to her that, “if you only 
knew what God is offering, and who it is that is saying to you: 
Give me a drink, you would have been the one to ask, and he 
would have given you living water.” Jesus went on to clarify that 
anyone who drank the water from Jacob’s well would get thirsty 
again because it quenches only physical thirst like the water from 
the rock in the first reading. However, the spiritual water that    
Jesus was offering turns into a spring in people’s lives and leads 
to eternal life. This is the baptismal water through which we are 
grafted into Christ as part of his body and members of the church. 

Again, Jesus by revealing to the Samaritan woman that he was 
aware of her lifestyle, led her to faith that he (Jesus) was the    
messiah. When the Samaritan woman accepted Jesus as her       
personal Lord and saviour, she ran into her village to invite more 
people to come and meet Jesus. The Samaritans that listened to 
Jesus because of the testimony of the Samaritan woman, also 
came to faith that Jesus was really “the saviour of the world.” In 
reaching out to the Samaritans, Jesus showed that salvation was 
for everyone, and that everyone who worships God “in spirit and 
truth” is acceptable to God. Everyone including the Jews needs 
this salvation. 

We too, participate in this salvation brought to us by Jesus 
through our Baptism and we as the Samaritans profess him as our 
messiah and “the saviour of the world.”     
  

Fr Chinua Okeke CSSp 



 

If you would like to have a name published in the bulletin for any prayers please contact Bethany at frankston@cam.org.au or  
call 9783 3484. No Names will be added past 11am on a Friday 

PLEASE PRAY FOR :  

OUR SICK   -   Heinz Boucek, Salih Basic, George Moore, Hilda Clayford, Coral Kellette, Dulce Talty, Victoria 
Walldock, Maree Hambridge, Peter Summers, Adrian Gobel, Keryn, Aillen, Ross Monterosso, Karen Tamapii, 
Andrew Ling, Steven Auty, Helen Munro, Glyn Trueman, Boy Neri, Tirso Neri,  
REMEMBRANCE  -  Margaret  Carruthers, Josephina David, Jimmy David, Christian Goble, Ruperta Neri,  
Julie Scott,   Terry & Anne Bacon, Stella Torcaso, Bruno Bonadio, Romulo Binghey, Patrick Flynn, Anne Moles,              
Curd Sauzier, Barbara Remy, Jeovanna Priviteli, Kevin Beresford, Cyril Taylor 
RECENTLY DECEASED  - Michael Hawkins, Craig Cuttins, Rita Vaina,  Julie Laws, Moira Mills, Marianito Babass, 
Giuseppe De Cata, Maria Barbon, Robert Dynes, Ronald Barnett, Irene Mitchell, Bill Thomas 
SPECIAL INTENTIONS:  

Children’s  
Liturgy of the Word 

 

SFX: Every Sunday during 10.30am 
Mass 

SJE: 2nd & 4th Sunday of the Month  
during 10am mass  

 

OFFERINGS 
————————————————— 

GIVING BACK TO GOD 

Thank you for your  
continued support 

St. John the Evangelist   

Church $902 

Presbytery $497 

St. Francis Xavier  

Church $1816 

Presbytery $857 
 

This Sunday’s Readings    
1st Reading    
 Ex 17:3-7 

2nd Reading   
 Rom 5:1-2,5-8 

Gospel    
 Jn 4:5-42 

Next Sunday’s Readings    
1st Reading   
1 Sam 16:1,6-7,10-13 
2nd Reading   
Eph 5:8-14 
Gospel    
Jn 9:1-41 

St John’s   
9789 9794  

Principal: Derek 
Bruitzman 

Combined Parish Child Safety Team:   
0426-211-572 

St Patrick's Feast Day @SFX Tues  17/3 
Great numbers of Irish settlers were  imprisoned 
here  in the early history of our home land         
Australia. Many came later looking for a new life 
after the wretched potato  famine inflicted such 
hardship and hunger. 

The GREAT gift they brought with them was their CATHOLIC 
faith. Somehow they built the schools and churches where our 
faith grew as children into             adulthood.  We Aussies have 
traditionally worn the green      ribbons ,sung Irish songs and 
raised a glass of Guinness on    St. Pat's Day. 
On Tuesday the 17th wear something green and enjoy morning 
tea in the QUILTER room after Mass.  

John Paul College  
9784 0200  
Principal   

John Visentin 

        St Augustine’s   
        9781 3007  

       Principal 
       Jan de Koning 

        St Francis Xavier   
      9783 3424  

        Principal 
       Stephen Peart 

LENTEN RETREAT:  

March 28 – April 1, 2020 
Eucharist,  The Word of God &          

The Passion of our Lord for Healing  

Hosted by: Fr. Gilbert Carlo svd  
(Divine Word Missionary) 

This retreat is focused on Prayer, Meditation, Contemplation,  
Eucharist, the Word of God and the Passion of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which deepens our relationship with God & one another 
and heals our body, mind, soul and spirit 

ST. JOHN’S  
Monday, March 30: 9.00am Mass followed by talk &        
reflection Healing through God’s Love and Forgiveness:       
Reflection Isaiah 53.5; ‘By his wounds, we are healed’  

Tuesday,  March 31: 9.00am Mass followed by talk &       
reflection Healing through the Word of God & Eucharistic     
Adoration: Reflection Matthew:8.8; ‘By our faith on the Word 
of God, we are healed’  

Wednesday, April 1: 9.00am Concluding Mass with          
Reflection on  Eternal life. By His Body and Blood we are 
healed. 

Confessions: Monday – Wednesday : After the service.  

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  
Monday, March 30: 7.00pm Mass followed by talk &       
reflection Healing through God’s Love and Forgiveness:      
Reflection 
Isaiah 53.5; ‘By his wounds, we are healed’  

Tuesday,  March 31: 7.00pm Mass followed by talk &       
reflection  Healing through the Word of God & Eucharistic   
Adoration: Reflection Matthew:8.8; ‘By our faith on the Word 
of God, we are healed’  

Wednesday, April 1: 7.00pm Concluding Mass with          
Reflection on Eternal life. By His Body and Blood we are 
healed. 

Confessions: Monday – Wednesday : 6pm – 6.45pm. 

Welcome and thank you for worshipping with us at 

St Francis Xavier / St John’s  

Please let us know if: 

You are new to the Parish  
Recently changed your home address  
Need Thanksgiving envelopes 

Please fill in your details and drop it in the collection 
bag or hand it to the Priest. 

Name:     ________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________ 

Phone:    ________________________________ 

Palm Sunday 

Palm fronds & Olive branches are needed for Palm   

Sunday, 5th April 2020. Please contact the Parish office 

if you can supply some. 

4th Sunday of Lent 

Next Sunday anointing of the sick shall take place after 

every Mass. 

Sundays of  Lent  
1st Sunday 1 March  

Commitment Sunday 

2nd Sunday 8 March  

Reconciliation Sunday 

3rd Sunday 15 March 

 Exposition of Blessed Sacrament  

4th Sunday 22 March  

Anointing of the Sick 

5th Sunday 29 March  

Outreach Sunday 

Palm Sunday 5 April  

Holy Week  

A friendly reminder to all our   
knitting superstars to get those 
balls of wool out and start to     
prepare for our knitting stall which 
will be held in May.  

 
 
 
 

Friday 13th March  
SJE 9.30am  
SFX 9.45am 

Friday 20th March  
SJE 9.30am  
SFX 9.45am 

Friday 27th March  
SJE 9.30am  
SFX 9.45am 

Friday 3rd April   
SJE 8.30am  
SFX 8.45am 

Project Compassion  
Commenced on Ash Wednesday  

Lenten  Donation envelops/boxes are now available. 

Divine Mercy Sunday 

19 April 2020 
At St. Francis Xavier Parish 

1:30 pm  Confession 
2.00pm Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament Rosary &  
Procession 
3.00pm Divine Mercy Prayer & 
Mass 

St Francis 
Xavier 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 
2020 

St John the 
Evangelist 

Palm Sunday 5 April 

6.00pm 
(4 April) 

Vigil Mass– Blessing of 
Palms—Procession 

7.00pm 
(4 April) 

8.30am 
Mass – Blessing of Palms— 

Procession 
8.30am 

10.30am 
5.30pm 

Mass – Blessing of Palms –  
Solemn Procession 

10.00am 

Holy Thursday - 9 April 

7.30pm 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper & 
Watch & Prayer until 12am 

7.00pm 

Good Friday -  10 April 

9.15am 
SFX Morning prayer 

SJE Station of the Cross 
9.00am 

3.00pm 
Solemn Celebration of the 

Lord’s Passion 
3.00pm 

SOLEMNITY OF EASTER 

8.00pm Easter Vigil - 11 April 7.30pm 

5.00am 
8.30am 

10.30am 
5.30pm 

Easter Sunday - 12 April 
8.30am 

10.00am 

EASTER RECONCILIATION 

Monday 6th 
April 

7.30pm  (Second Rite) 
Tuesday 7th 

April 

EXPOSITION OF THE   

BLESSED SACRAMENT  

SUNDAY 

Though Jesus’ initial dialogue with the 
Samaritan woman in the Gospel was about 

physical water, he gradually drew her to a 
spiritual encounter with God by offering 
her living water. Jesus went on to clarify 

that anyone who drank the water from 
Jacob’s well would get thirsty again because it quenches 
only physical thirst like the water from the rock in the 

first reading. However, the spiritual water that Jesus was   
offering turns into a spring in people’s lives and leads to 
eternal life. This is the baptismal water through which 

we are grafted into Christ as part of his body and mem-
bers of the church. The Sacrament of Baptism opens the 
door to the reception of Holy Eucharist. 

Novel Coronavirus: Acting on the advice of the  
Victorian and Australian Health Departments, the 
Archbishop of Melbourne Most Rev. Peter A       
Comensoli has recommended that all Parishes take 
measures to ensure the health and safety of Parishioners 

regarding the Coronavirus. The way we will be doing this is  
removing holy water from the stoups and offer a wave, smile, 
nod or bow instead of shaking of hands during the sign of peace, 
Holy communion will only be offered in the hand and there will 
be no Holy Communion from the Chalice.  

A Prayer for Those Who Are Worried about 
the Spread of the Coronavirus  

Father,  
Worry and fear are not of Your heart. 1 John 4 reminds us that perfect 
love casts out all fear, and we pray Your perfect love upon the hearts 
of all those who are burdened with fear of this virus. Lord, we know 
with no doubt that You are bigger than the threat of anything,         
especially illnesses. Please comfort those who are living in fear, please 
free them from the bondage that anxiety creates within. Remind them 
that You are still on the Throne and that You are still in control. Fully 
rain down the serenity that comes only from the Prince of Peace. Help 
those who are living in unease to trust You in this time so that in times 
to come we may rest assured that You will be faithful to be with us 
until the end of age. We rest at the Throne of the Almighty such fears 
and cast them upon You (1 Peter 5:7), for Your burden is Light and 
Your Yoke is easy (Matthew 11:30), we know You cover us with 
Your wings (Psalm 91:4).    In Jesus’ name, Amen   
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