
 
 The Ascension of The Lord ,Year B  -  16  May  2021  

 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  
PARISH 

 

60 Davey Street, Frankston 3199 

 

Please Pray for  
 

OUR SICK - Ronald Ashcroft, Francisco 
Alarcon, Carlos Luy, Beth Wilson, Maureen 
Hepburn, Len Crowe, Ross Monterosso. 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED - Joydev  Ghosh,      
Mahadev Ghosh. 
 

REMEMBRANCE  -  Agnes Black, Majorie  
Wyles, Judy McPherson, Theresa Lee,  James 
Leong . 
 

 

Gospel   -   Mark 16: 15-20 
 

The Lord Jesus was taken into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 
 

Jesus showed himself to the Eleven, and said to them, 'Go out to the whole world, 
proclaim the Good News to all creation. He who believes and is baptised will be 
saved; he who does not believe will be condemned.  These   
are the signs that will be associated with believers: in my 
name they will cast out    devils; they will have the gift of 
tongues; they will pick up snakes in their hands, and be   
unharmed should they drink deadly poison; they will lay 
their hands on the sick, who will recover.' 
 

And so the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was 
taken up into heaven: there at the right hand of God he took 
his place, while they, going out, preached everywhere, the 
Lord working with them and confirming the word by the 
signs that accompanied it. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord         Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ  

Syro Malabar   

 Regular services :   
      Every Thursday night - 6pm Mass  at SFX 
      First Sunday of month - 5pm Mass at SJE     

 

ST. JOHN the EVANGELIST  
PARISH 

 

20 Coral Street, Frankston East 3199 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Chinua Okeke  CSSp   chinua.okeke@cam.org.au 

Assistant Priest:  Fr Jude Agorchukwu  CSSp   jude.agorchukwu@cam.org.au 
Deacon:    Rev Kevin Pattison     kevin.pattison@cam.org.au 
Email:    frankston@cam.org.au     Phone:   9783 3484 
Web:    www.frankstoncatholic.com.au   Office Hours :  9.00am -  4.00pm  Mon-Fri 
Secretaries:    Christina  & Hani  

This Sunday’s Readings  
     1st Reading   

                Acts 1:1-11        
     2nd Reading   
               Eph 4:1-13        

     Gospel    
               Mark 16:15-20 

Next Sunday’s Readings    
         1st Reading   
         Act  2:1-11  
 2nd Reading   
    Gal 5:16-25 
         Gospel  
 John15:26-27; 16:12-15 

Safeguarding Children and Young People:   
Enquires /Complaints:   0426 211 572 

Policies: 
                          https://www.frankstoncatholic.com.au/sfx/policies/  

If  you see something, say something 

John Paul College  
9784 0200  
Principal   

John Visentin 

St Augustine’s   
9781 3007  
Principal 

Carrie Rodda        

St Francis Xavier   
9783 3424  
Principal 

Stephen Peart 

St John’s  
9789 9794  
Principal   

Derek Bruitzman 

 

St. John the Evangelist   

Presbytery $    611.00 

Church $    742.00 

St. Francis Xavier  

Presbytery $  1,970.00 

Church $  3,610.00 

Thank you for your  
continued support 

OFFERINGS 
————————————————— 

GIVING BACK TO GOD 

St. Francis Xavier’s Programme  
 

Sunday Masses  
 Vigil Mass:   6.00pm Saturday Evening   
 Sunday:        8.30am,  10.30am,  5.30pm 
Weekday Masses    
 Tuesday  -  Saturday   9.15 am;   1st + 3rd  Mondays of  the month  
Liturgy of Word and Communion Service   
 Monday  9.15am;   2nd,  4th  +  5th  Mondays of the month 
Exposition of Blessed Sacrament and Adoration 
 Wednesday before 9.15am Mass, Friday after 9.15 Mass 
 1st Friday of month until 10.00pm 
Reconciliation  
 Saturday  10am  & 5.30pm 
Anointing of the Sick Mass 
 1st Thursday of month  9.15am 
Rosary    
 Tuesdays before  9.15am Mass  and Saturdays after  9.15am Mass 

St. John’s Programme 
 

Sunday Masses  
   Vigil Mass:   7.00pm Saturday Evening   
   Sunday:        8.30am, 10.00am  
Weekday  Masses    
   Tuesday  -  Saturday  9.00 am   
Liturgy of Word and Communion Service   
   Monday  9.00am     
Exposition of Blessed Sacrament and Adoration 
  Wednesday before 9.00am Mass , Friday after 9.00am Mass 
   1st Friday of month until 12noon 
Reconciliation  
   Saturday  9.30am & 6.15pm 
Anointing of the Sick Mass 
   1st Thursday of month  9.00am 
Rosary    
   Before weekday Mass, (except Wednesday) 
   Saturday at 9.30am 

 

FR BARRY MORAN’s 
60TH ANNIVERSARY  

of   
ORDINATION  

CELEBRATION 
 

You are invited to celebrate,    
former Parish Priest of St Francis 
Xavier, Fr Barry Moran’s 
60th Anniversary of his  
Ordination to the Priesthood,   

        (24 Jul 60),  
on Saturday, 22 May at Logue Hall, CBC Complex, 
Westbury Street, St Kilda. 
 

Mass will be at 11.00am with tea and coffee served     
afterwards.   All are Welcome. 
 

For enquiries, contact Russell Davis on 0422252373. 
===================================================================== 
 

Parishioners of St Francis Xavier have been asked to 
take up the gifts for the anniversary Mass for          
Fr. Barry Moran.   
 

We are looking for three people who will be    
attending the Mass and who would like to be        
involved.  
 

Please contact Christina in Parish office 97833484 

Welcome and thank you for worshipping with us at 
 

St Francis Xavier / St John’s  
 

Please let us know if: 

  You are new to the Parish  
  Recently changed your home address  
  Need Thanksgiving envelopes 

Please fill in your details and drop it in the  
collection bag or hand it to the Priest. 

Name:     ________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________ 

Phone:    ________________________________ 

 
 

† Many Blessings † 

 

We are taking names for  
Confirmation for Year 6 students 

 

Please contact Parish office to register 
your child’s name at 9783 3484 or email 
us at frankston@cam.org.au  

 
 
 
 

SPIRITAN FEAST 
DAY  

 
AND  

 
PANTECOST SUNDAY 

 

Father Chinua and Father Jude would like to   
invite everyone to join them in the celebration of 
Spiritan Feast Day and Pantecost Sunday 
with morning tea after 10.00am/10.30am Mass 

on Sunday next week. 
 

Please bring a plate to share   

https://www.frankstoncatholic.com.au/sfx/policies/


 HOMILY FOR ASCENSION OF THE LORD   
 
 
 
The ascension of the Lord marks the official end of Jesus’s regular appearances to his    
disciples for forty days after his resurrection. We recall that on Easter Sunday morning, he 

appeared to weeping Mary Magdalene at the tomb and commissioned her to bring the Good News of 
his resurrection to his disciples, (Jn 20:16-17). He  also showed himself to some women who were on 
their way home after visiting his tomb and sent them to inform his disciples that he had risen from the 
dead, (Mt 28:9). On Easter Sunday evening, he appeared to two of his disciples on their way to      
Emmaus, (Lk 24:13-30). Jesus showed himself to Peter and to the rest of his apostles on Easter      
Sunday night, (Lk 24:34-43). He appeared to his disciples again and addressed Thomas’ doubts about 
his resurrection, (Jn 20:26-29). His next manifestation was at the sea of Galilee while some of his  
disciples were fishing. During this appearance, he re-commissioned Peter who had repented of    
denying him during his passion and death as the head of the apostles, (Jn 21:1-22).  
 

We read in the first reading, (Acts 1:1-11), that, “as he, (Jesus), said this, he was lifted up while they, 
(disciples), looked on, and the cloud took him from their sight”.  This is the third time that the phrase 
‘lifted up’ was used to describe what would happen to Jesus or what was happening in his life.  Jesus 
had said in the Gospel of John that, “when you have lifted up the son of man, then you will know that 
I am He”, (Jon 8:28), and again, “when I am lifted up from the earth, then I will draw all people to 
myself”, (Jon 12:32). 
 

In the above contexts, Jesus used the phrase, ‘lifted up’ to describe the manner of his death on the 
cross for the salvation of the world.  ‘Lifted up’, as used in the first reading of today, referred to      
Jesus’ glorification, for it stated that while Jesus was ‘lifted up’, “cloud took him from their sight”.  In 
the bible, cloud and smoke symbolise theophany.  The people of Israel were led by a pillar of cloud 
on their way to the promised land from Egypt, (Ex 13:21); during the covenant between God and the 
Israelites at Mount Sinai, smoke covered the mountain, (Ex 19:18); and at Jesus’ transfiguration,    
Jesus and his disciples were covered by cloud, (Mk 9:7). 
 

With Jesus Christ’s ascension, he is now seated at the right hand of the Father as we profess in the 
Apostles’ Creed, “He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father          
Almighty; from there He will come to judge the living and the dead.”  This underscores the authority 
of Christ as the Lord of lords and the King of kings.  It is the same Jesus that incarnated in the womb 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary for our salvation, that has now ascended to glory.  St Paul said in his letter 
to the Philippians that because Christ accepted death on the cross, God has exalted him and given 
“him the name which outshines all names, so that at the name of Jesus all knees should bend in     
heaven, on earth and among the dead, and all tongues proclaim that Christ Jesus is the Lord to the   
glory of God the Father”, (Phil 2:6-11).  Jesus’ authority is above every principality, power and      
authority in this world and in the next. 
 

In the Gospel of today, (Mark 16:15-20), Jesus instructed his disciples to, “'Go out to the whole 
world” and “proclaim the Good News to all creation.” Jesus had instructed his disciples in today’s 
first reading that after they had received the Holy Spirit on Pentecost day, they would be his witnesses 
from the land of Israel to the entire world.  Hence, now is the time of the Church, this is our time to 
make a difference in the world by being Christ’s witnesses in our families, our neighbourhoods and 
our country.  We are now the face of Jesus in the world. 
 

Though Jesus has ascended to the Father, he has however, not abandoned us.  He promised to be with 
us until “the end of time.”  He continues to be with us in the Sacraments.  Jesus is the Sacrament of 
God par excellence because he is God incarnate, in Him, God has become our Emmanuel; a God that 
walks with us and shares in our joys and sorrows.  He sanctifies us and brings healing and wholeness 
to our lives.  He is present with us through the Seven Sacraments:  Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, 
Reconciliation, Anointing of the Sick, Matrimony and Holy Orders.  Where he, our head, has gone, 
we, his body, hope to be.  We trust in his promises when he said: 
 

Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God still, and trust in me.  There are many 
rooms in my Father’s house; if there were not, I should have told you.  I am going now to 
prepare a place for you, and after I have gone and prepared you a place, I shall return to 

take you with me; so that that where I am, you may be too. 
 

 

Happy Ascension of the Lord!   
                                                                               
 
   

                        Fr Chinua Okeke CSSp        

 
 
 
If you would like to help give back to the community  
please contact :  For Donations:  1800 621 349   
 

               For Assistance:  9769 6060    
 

  SFX Vinnies   Peter Butler:  0410 569 357  
     Meetings held on 1st & 3rd Mon   4.00pm-5.30pm  
 

  SJE Vinnies   Mary Murtagh:  9781 3520 
     Meetings held on 1st & 3rd Tues   10.00am-11.30am  
 

While donations are always appreciated, please do not 
leave food donations outside the church unattended.  
Contact Peter or Mary for delivery. 

 
 
 

QR CODE  
 

 
 
 

From Friday, 7th May 2021 the Victorian Government announced that it is 
moving to a single QR Code Covid-19 check in system. 

 

This means that by 6pm on Friday 28th May 2021, all Parishes must use the free Victorian            
Government QR Code Service and have Covid Marshals in place to ensure people are checking in at 
relevant Parish activities (e.g. Mass, Weddings and funerals, and use of Parish spaces for community 
events). 
 

Please use your phone to sign in when you are participating at Mass or any activity. 
 

Only those whose phones are not compatible with the QR code/do not have a mobile 
phones, would sign in manually. 

 

St Francis’ Piety Stall  
 

We are looking for a temporary stall minder for the 
month of July.  It entails being available after 8.30am 
Sunday Mass, have a coffee in between and sell again 

after 10.30am Mass.  Ideally someone who attends 
10.30am Mass.   

 

Please consider this as an opportunity to be of service 
to the Parish.  Please contact Christina in Parish office  

Legion of Mary 
 

Legion of Mary will re-open St.John’s     
Piety stall starting on Sun 22/23 May.  
Store will be open after each Mass. 
============================ 
LEGION OF MARY is conducting a    
Public Rosary on Saturday, 29 May  
after 9am Mass at St John Church.  

Everyone is welcome. 

   
 

Catholic Theological College 
 
 

Series of short sessions: online via Zoom 
 

Engaging Your Faith 
 

Choose one, choose all, choose what        
interests you and all for just $20 per        

session, running 11th to 31st May 
 

Booking, payment & more information:  
www.ctc.edu.au/news-and-events/engaging-your-faith/ 

 

Liturgy of the Word for Children 
 

Fr Chinua is pleased to announce that the Liturgy of the Word for Children program will 
resume on Sunday 30th May at St John’s and St Francis Xavier’s parishes respectively. 
 

At St John’s, it will held every 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month at the 10.00 am Mass. 
 

At St Francis Xavier’s, it will be held every Sunday at the 10.30 am Mass. 
 

With the Safeguarding Committee of both parishes, Fr Chinua has conducted an audit of 
the program to ensure that it aligns with our parishes’ 
Safeguarding Children and Young People Policy.  

We thank all the volunteers that have been leading the Liturgy with children       
program.   We welcome new volunteers that have join the program.  We look     
forward to their training to become program Leaders with Lyzbeth Grenness and     
Melalane Fernandes. 
 

Parishes’ Safeguarding Committee 

https://ctc.edu.au/news-and-events/engaging-your-faith/

