Please Pray for
OUR SICK - Ailish Fitzgibbon, Molly Fitzgibbon,
Rosemary Rae, Leena Cherian, Michael Johnson,
Adrian Gobbell, Joan Male, Eddie Beech.
RECENTLY DECEASED - Barry Lane, Cecilia
Bailey
REMEMBRANCE - Albert Simpson, Olinda
Figueroa.
BIRTHDAY - Kevin Phillips (31st).
SPECIAL INTENTION - Mary Fitzgibbon, Evan Gis
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY - Ivor & Vengie
Phillips (32nd).
This Sunday’s Readings
1st Reading
Eze 2:2-5
2nd Reading
Cor 12:7-10
Gospel
Mark 6:1-6

OFFERINGS

Next Sunday’s Readings
1st Reading
Amos 7:12-15
2nd Reading
Eph 1:3-14
Gospel
Mark 6:7-13

—————————————
————
GIVING BACK TO GOD

Thank you for your
continued support

St. John the Evangelist

St. Francis Xavier

Presbytery

$

460.00

Presbytery

$ 1,175.00

Church

$

672.00

Church

$ 1,422.00

Safeguarding Children and Young People:
Enquires /Complaints: 0426 211 572
Policies:
https://www.frankstoncatholic.com.au/sfx/policies/
If you see something, say something
St John’s
9789 9794
Principal
Derek Bruitzman
St Augustine’s
9781 3007
Principal
Carrie Rodda

John Paul College
9784 0200
Principal
John Visentin
St Francis Xavier
9783 3424
Principal
Stephen Peart

Syro Malabar
Regular services :
Every Thursday night - 6pm Mass at SFX
First Sunday of month - 5pm Mass at SJE

Catholic Theological College
Ethical Issues and Human Ageing
Online unit via zoom on 6 Saturdays
from 31 July 2021
Lecturer: Rev. Dr Laurence McNamara CM
Audit, Undergraduate and Postgraduate
Options available.
Enquiries: 03 9412 333 or registrar@ctc.edu.au

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B - 4 July 2021
ST. FRANCIS XAVIER
PARISH
60 Davey Street, Frankston 3199

Parish Priest: Fr Chinua Okeke CSSp
Assistant Priest:
Deacon:
Email:
Web:
Secretaries:

Fr Jude Agorchukwu CSSp
Rev Kevin Pattison
frankston@cam.org.au
www.frankstoncatholic.com.au
Christina & Hani

ST. JOHN the EVANGELIST
PARISH
20 Coral Street, Frankston East 3199
chinua.okeke@cam.org.au
jude.agorchukwu@cam.org.au
kevin.pattison@cam.org.au
Phone:
9783 3484
Office Hours : 9.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Fri

St. Francis Xavier’s Programme

St. John’s Programme

Sunday Masses
Vigil Mass: 6.00pm Saturday Evening
Sunday:
8.30am, 10.30am, 5.30pm
Weekday Masses
Tuesday - Saturday 9.15 am; 1st + 3rd Mondays of the month
Liturgy of Word and Communion Service
Monday 9.15am; 2nd, 4th + 5th Mondays of the month
Exposition of Blessed Sacrament and Adoration
Wednesday before 9.15am Mass, Friday after 9.15 Mass
1st Friday of month until 10.00pm
Reconciliation
Saturday 10am & 5.30pm
Anointing of the Sick Mass
1st Thursday of month 9.15am
Rosary
Tuesdays before 9.15am Mass and Saturdays after 9.15am Mass

Sunday Masses
Vigil Mass: 7.00pm Saturday Evening
Sunday:
8.30am, 10.00am
Weekday Masses
Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 am
Liturgy of Word and Communion Service
Monday 9.00am
Exposition of Blessed Sacrament and Adoration
Wednesday before 9.00am Mass , Friday after 9.00am Mass
1st Friday of month until 12noon
Reconciliation
Saturday 9.30am & 6.15pm
Anointing of the Sick Mass
1st Thursday of month 9.00am
Rosary
Before weekday Mass, (except Wednesday)
Saturday at 9.30am

Winter collection next week
on Sunday 11 July 2021

Gospel - Mark 6:1-6

Pls give generously to this winter collection.

Prophet is despised only in his own country.

For Assistance call 9769 6060
SFX Vinnies Peter Butler: 0410 569 357 ;
Meetings held on 1st & 3rd Mon 4.00pm-5.30pm
SJE Vinnies M ary M urtagh: 9781 3520;
Meetings held on 1st & 3rd Tues 10.00am-11.30am
While donations are always appreciated, please do not
leave food donations outside the church unattended.
Contact Peter or Mary for delivery.

Mindfulness & Meditation via Zoom
1hr x 4 Tuesday nights, 7.30pm-8.30pm, 6-27 July 2021'.

Jesus went to his home town and his disciples accompanied him. With the coming of the sabbath
he began teaching in the synagogue and most of them were astonished when they heard him.
They said, 'Where did the man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been granted him, and
these miracles that are worked through him? This is the carpenter, surely, the son of Mary, the
brother of James and Joset and Jude and Simon? His sisters, too, are

This is an evening series on the practice of contemplative mindfulness and meditation. It provides input and guidance,
encouraging regular practice within a supportive group. The series is led by Paola Cheng, a qualified meditation teacher, spiritual director and social worker, who brings an inclusive and gentle
approach to her sessions. Heart of Life
Centre for Spiritual & Pastoral Formation. Cost $50. Book and pay via website: www.heartoflife.melbourne,
email info@heartoflife.melbourne or tel 9890 1101.

they not here with us?' And they would not accept him. And Jesus said

'Reframing Retirement', Saturday 24 July 2021, 10am-3pm.

though he cured a few sick people by laying his hands on them. He was

Does our sense of vocation or calling end with Retirement? Does the final 'third' of life signal a decline, or an opportunity to encounter an unexplored terrain of life…and of oneself? And what can our faith journey become at this time of
transition? Whether voluntary or involuntary, Retirement can be a wake-up call, summoning us to reframe our vision
and our purpose. This reflection day is led by Simon Jenkinson, qualified clinical psychologist and spiritual director. Heart of Life Centre for Spiritual & Pastoral Formation, Rear 41 Stanhope St, Malvern VIC. Cost $60 (morning tea
provided, BYO lunch). Book and pay via website www.heartoflife.melbourne, email info@heartoflife.melbourne or
tel 9890 1101.

to them, 'A prophet is only despised in his own country among his own
relations and in his own house'; and he could work no miracle there,
amazed at their lack of faith.

The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

HOMILY FOR THE 14TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B
THEME: ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER SUNDAY
This year the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholic Council have adopted
the NAIDOC, (National Aboriginal and Torres Islander Day Observance Committee),
theme for Aboriginal and Torres Islander Sunday – Heal Country. In Laudato Si, Pope Francis has
called us to continue to seek greater protections for our lands, our waters, our sacred sites and our
cultural heritages from exploitation, desecration, and destruction.
Today’s Gospel is very fitting because Mark tells us of Jesus returning to his ‘native place’ –
Nazareth – to a non-accepting, hostile reaction. Jesus had been welcomed and revered in other places,
why is it that he is mocked and disregarded in his own home? “Is he not the carpenter?” the crowd
called because they saw him as “without honour” and were unable to believe in him. He did not fit
into their ideological view and thus did not deserve respect in their eyes.
In Australia, our own First Nations people have suffered a similar reception to Jesus in Nazareth.
Their knowledge and complex cultural systems, created and honed over millennia, are often
dismissed as primitive and irrelevant to our fast-paced world of today. This could not be further from
the truth, particularly as we become more aware of their continued care, love, and respect for
‘country’, grounded in a relationship with the creator that formed independently of Western influence.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are inextricably connected to country in Australia and
its waters. This connection to country and all of God’s creation is core to their spirituality as a people
and that of their ancestors. The term itself – Country – encompasses far more than the physical land.
“For us, Country is a word for all the values, places, resources, stories and cultural obligations
associated with that area and its features. It describes the entirety of our ancestral domains.” explains
Professor Mick Dodson.
Deacon Boniface Perdjert, who was both Australia’s first permanent Deacon and first Aboriginal
Deacon clearly expressed the translational role that ‘country’ or nature plays bringing together
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Culture and Catholic faith:
“We like the way he uses the things of nature to teach, and the important part nature plays in the
Sacraments.” Deacon Boniface specifically mentions sacraments, because to Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Peoples, all elements of life are sacramental. The gifts of God are evident
and intertwined into every aspect of life, not just on Sundays, or when convenient. First
Australian’s are called to be stewards of creation, to care for and watch over their gift, and this
responsibility is intrinsic to their belief systems. Many Language groups assign a Totem (a natural
object, plant, or animal) to a child at birth. This totem defines the responsibility of care between
individuals and with creation itself. It is intrinsic and it is core to their survival and relationships.
For Catholics, the Eucharist itself is a foundational sacramental reality in which natural elements—
grain and grapes—symbolize not only our lives but also Jesus’ farewell meal and his presence today.
In those natural elements and through the Eucharistic prayer, Christ is truly present to us. These
elements display the abundance provided by the Creator to sustain us, both physically and spiritually.
It is a very natural and familiar ‘ritual’ to First Nations Peoples because it combines the elements of
life with a greater being. It brings all aspects of life together.
Because of the connection that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people recognise between
country, faith, and the wellbeing, it is no surprise that when the world is in pain, Australia’s First
Peoples are in pain. During the COVID 19 Pandemic, many of the trappings of Western life became
impossible. The rivers were calm and clear from the absence of boats, the cities were quiet and still as
restrictions took hold. We saw images of animals returning to previous habitats, and the smog
clearing from above cities across the world as our common home took a ‘breath’ from our constant
consumerism and drive for development.
On this special Sunday, a day where Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and non-indigenous
Catholics come together and sit side by side (adhering to COVID restrictions of course!), we should
acknowledge that we are united in a fight to save God’s creation. It is one we cannot fight alone. We
must combine the knowledge of First Australians with the technology borne of Western culture to
ensure that future generations shall have the opportunity to experience the gifts of God’s creation as
intended.
Let us move forwards as a united people in Christ, committed to embracing the gifts of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander knowledge to not only Heal Country, but to Heal our relationships with one
another, and in doing so our creators’ gifts to us all – this world.
(http://natsicc.org.au/2021-atsi-sunday.html#hn)

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday
Today, the fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time is the day that the Australian Bishops and Our National
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholic Council have invited us to celebrate Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Sunday. Our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholics number over 130,000 and are
growing strongly.
We acknowledge that God has been walking with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, making
His Presence known through a continuous living culture over many thousands of years and we pray in
thanksgiving for these ancient peoples who have enriched and sustained our continent over all that time.
We praise God for the people who nurtured the land here in our Parish that we call home.

The context
57. This parable has to do with an age-old problem. Shortly after its account of the creation of the world and of man,
the Bible takes up the issue of human relationships. Cain kills his brother Abel and then hears God ask: “Where is
your brother Abel?” (Gen 4:9). His answer is one that we ourselves all too often give: “Am I my brother’s
keeper?” (ibid.). By the very question he asks, God leaves no room for an appeal to determinism or fatalism as a
justification for our own indifference. Instead, he encourages us to create a different culture, in which we resolve our
conflicts and care for one another.
58. The Book of Job sees our origin in the one Creator as the basis of certain common rights: “Did not he who made
me in the womb also make him? And did not the same one fashion us in the womb?” (Job 31:15). Many centuries
later, Saint Irenaeus would use the image of a melody to make the same point: “One who seeks the truth should not
concentrate on the differences between one note and another, thinking as if each was created separately and apart
from the others; instead, he should realize that one and the same person composed the entire melody”.
59. In earlier Jewish traditions, the imperative to love and care for others appears to have been
limited to relationships between members of the same nation. The ancient commandment to
“love your neighbour as yourself” (Lev 19:18) was usually understood as referring to one’s
fellow citizens, yet the boundaries gradually expanded, especially in the Judaism that
developed outside of the land of Israel. We encounter the command not to do to others what
you would not want them to do to you (cf. Tob 4:15). In the first century before Christ, Rabbi
Hillel stated: “This is the entire Torah. Everything else is commentary”. The desire to imitate God’s own way of
acting gradually replaced the tendency to think only of those nearest us: “The compassion of man is for his neighbour, but the compassion of the Lord is for all living beings” (Sir 18:13).
60. In the New Testament, Hillel’s precept was expressed in positive terms: “In everything, do to others as you would
have them do to you; for this is the law and the prophets” (Mt 7:12). This command is universal in scope, embracing
everyone on the basis of our shared humanity, since the heavenly Father “makes his sun rise on the evil and on the
good” (Mt 5:45). Hence the summons to “be merciful, just as your Father is merciful” (Lk 6:36).
61. In the oldest texts of the Bible, we find a reason why our hearts should expand to embrace the foreigner. It derives
from the enduring memory of the Jewish people that they themselves had once lived as foreigners in Egypt:
“You shall not wrong or oppress a stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt” (Ex 22:21).
“You shall not oppress a stranger; you know the heart of a stranger, for you were strangers in the land of
Egypt” (Ex 23:9).
“When a stranger resides with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong. The stranger who resides with
you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the stranger as yourself, for you were strangers in
the land of Egypt” (Lev 19:33-34).
“When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, do not glean what is left; it shall be for the sojourner, the
orphan, and the widow. Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt” (Deut 24:21-22).
The call to fraternal love echoes throughout the New Testament:
“For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, ‘You shall love your neighbour as
yourself’” (Gal 5:14).
“Whoever loves a brother or sister lives in the light, and in such a person there is no cause for stumbling. But
whoever hates another believer is in the darkness” (1 Jn 2:10-11).
“We know that we have passed from death to life because we love one another. Whoever does not love abides
in death” (1 Jn 3:14).
“Those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not
seen” (1 Jn 4:20). (Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti)

