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Homily for 23 @ Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B

This Sunday, we celebrate Christ our Savior who makes no distinction between classes of people. He

lifts us up and makes us all rich in faith. We praise the Lord who heals and restores the afflicted and who

gives us eyes of faith to see and ears of faith to listen and loosened tongues to praise. We also celebrate
Father® Day. We say Happy Father® Day to fathers, grandfathers, and stepfathers. Today® celebration has
given us also reason to pause, to pray for, and to reflect on our fathers whom we honor.

Today® Scripture readings offer us an invitation to become humble instruments of healing in JesusGhands by giving
voice to the voiceless, the needy, and the marginalized in our society. Today®& Scripture also invites us to open our
ears to hear the word of God and to allow the Holy Spirit to loosen our tongues to convey the Good News of God&
love and salvation to others through our lives.

The first Reading, (Is 35:4-7), reminds us that GodG eyes are constantly focused on the helpless.
cares forit he frightened, t he bl 0 andlhe endounages titk @oavdrlegss tot fib e
and fearless for He wild/| never abandon His peopl

In today® second Reading, (Jas 2:1-5), the apostle gives us some basic, challenging principles of social justice. He
exhorts Christians to show no partiality based on external appearance and to practice GodG fipreferential option for
the poor.0 He warns the faithful against scorning or shaming the poor while showing special consideration to the
rich. His words equally apply to all types of prejudices and injustice in our families, churches and society. So, to
favor some people and disregard others based on their race, economic, social or religious background is a terrible
evil against God and man.

Today® Gospel describes how Jesus, by healing a deaf man with a speech impediment, fulfills Isaiah& Messianic
prophecy, iThe eyes of the blind shal/l b & Thepiknen® likteddynlchiaht
are symbolic of our interior illnesses: blindness to the needs of our neighbor, unwillingness to hear God& voice and
the inability to speak words of praise, apology, forgiveness, and gratitude and to fight for justice and integrity of
living. Through this miracle story, Mark also reminds us that no one can be a follower of the Lord without reaching
out to the helpless and to defend his or her faith through charity and unconditional love and sacrifice. And we also
need to know when to keep silent about Christ and live Christ life, and let our lives speak.

The Church advises us today that we need to allow Jesus to heal our spiritual deafness, muteness, and blindness.
For Jesusbcompassionate touch will help us to hear the cries of the poor and the sick, and to show kindness, mercy
and consideration to others. His healing touch will also help us convey peace and hope to those around us. We
need to help Jesus to heal the deaf and the mute today. Let us lend Jesus our hands to give the touch that heals the
sick. Let us lend Jesus our tongues to speak to the spiritually hungry through us. Let us lend Jesus our hearts to
touch the lives of people in our day through us, just as Jesus touched the lives of millions through saintly souls.

Happy Father®> Day

Today, on this Father& Day, we are offering our dads, living or dead, on the altar of God during this Holy Mass and
invoking our Heavenly Father® blessings on them. Modern Australia appears to be unique in its honoring of fathers
on a special day.

Today we celebrate, congratulate, and pray for the men who continue to reflect the Divine qualities of fatherhood as
they lovingly establish, nourish, and maintain their families. Fathers are a blessing, and we thank them for blessing
us with lives of dedication, endurance, and love. Father® Day challenges Christian fathers to be role models to their
children.

A Father® Day card reads: iBei ng a f at her ca&monbaemiexgp,ensrusetr
emotionally draiaihgto | Akeugodl ¥, it

Fathers struggle to overcome temptation and conflict. They make sacrifices day after day for their families. They
try to give their youngsters the kind of model that, surely, they deserve above all else: a model of goodness,
holiness, faith, trust in God, and fidelity to the teachings of the Church.

This is what Father® Day should remind us of. This is a time for all fathers to reflect upon their duties as
responsible and well-integrated men. True fatherhood demands commitment. Commitment demands maturity,
sacrifice, and love. Fatherhood also demands responsibility. Every true father will take responsibility for all of his
actions. Our nation has an urgent need for good fathers who do well to live Christ& life and let their lives speak.

But while the idea of fatherhood is a good one, the reality we see on earth is sometimes quite different.
fathers abandon their children, beat them, ridicule them,
psychologically for life. Even good fathers have their limits.
children growing up fatherless — due to varying reasons.

There is one Dad, however, who doesn@ always get a lot of honor on Father® Day. That is the iWorld& Greatest
Dad,0 OUR HEAVENLY FATHER, (Rom. 8:15, Gal. 4:6). He is our spiritual Daddy, actively involved in all
areas of our lives. It is he on whom we lean in times of pain and hurt; it is he on whom we call in times of need; it is
he who provides for us in all ways - practical, emotional, and spiritual. He wants us to think of him as fiDad.0 This
being so, let us take this Father® Day to honor him, the REAL rniWorld& Greatest Dad.0 Many of us pray the fiOur
Fathero day after day, without paying attention to, or experiencing, the love and providence of our Heavenly Father.
Let us pray the Our Father during this Holy Mass realizing the meaning of each clause and experiencing the love of
our Heavenly Father for us. May all earthly fathers draw strength from their Heavenly Father!

On this Father® Day, please don& forget to pray for us your Spiritual Fathers - men who are called to be Fathers of
an immensely large Parish family through the Sacrament of Holy Orders. God bless you all!

God especially
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THE ARCHBISHOPOGFatherG Day Appeal 2021

Dear Friends,

Pope Francis recently spoke of all the hardworking priests who
have tirelessly and honourably given their lives in service of God&
people. He compared them to incense fiwhich silently rises up to 3
heaven. Their weariness goes straight to the heart of the Father.0 In |
the short time since I have come to Melbourne, I have already met
these same priests among you. On your behalf, I want to thank
these humble stewards of God® grace for us. It has been a p
wonderful custom in the Archdiocese of Melbourne to allow the
faithful of the Archdiocese to show something of their own
appreciation through an annual FathersODay Appeal.

The appeal goes to the care of retired and sick priests by providing suitable accommodation, medical
assistance and a comfortable standard of living for them.

May I commend the Appeal to you. Please pray for your priests, as they pray for you!

Peter A Comensoli, Archbishop of Melbourne.

To donate you can Ask for a Father's Day Appeal envelope OR donate online, go to

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd= s-xclick&hosted button id=7NWBUJEOQVILMSU
Donations are 100% tax-deductible.

For more information, please contact the Priests
or foundation@cam.org.au.

Retirement Foundation on 9926 2472
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'"Treasuring Our Later Years' (Reflection series via ZOOM)
6 x Wednesdays, 22 September - 27 October 2021, 12.45pm-3pm.
Facilitated by Nicole Rotaru rsm, this series offers participants the opportunity to explore new
possibilities that ageing offers daily. It will include input, conversation and the opportunity to depth and

integrate reflections and learnings through personal reflection and creative expressions. Topics covered
include: ageing; spirituality; relationships; meaning; gratitude; death.

Cost $180 for the series, or

Bookings and payment via website at www.heartoflife.melbourne _
For more information, contactemail: secr et ary @hearotrte:f( I0i31) e 9@OI0b d
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/ Are you ready to take up the challenge?
%&f/ 77 Volunteer Opportunities - English Teachers, Youth Workers & Youth Ministers

(Applications close October 30th, 2021)

The Cagliero Project is an initiative of the Australia - Pacific Province of the
Salesians of Don Bosco, providing overseas volunteer experiences for Australians who wish to work
with disadvantaged young people.
We are seeking enthusiastic volunteers for January 2022 to work with young people in our Salesian
communities in Australia. When it is possible and safe to do so, we will recommence sending
volunteers to work with disadvantaged young people in Salesian communities in Samoa, Cambodia,
Timor Leste and the Solomon Islands. Our volunteer placements run for 6-12 months and are
centered around working with young people in educational settings.

Cagliero volunteers commit themselves to working in the (Salesian way0 . This means that young
people are the central focus in all work. The Salesian way also means approaching life in a joyful way
with a loving heart. The experience as a Cagliero volunteer is not about the volunteer but is focused
on the people we go to serve.

For more information, or to send us an inquiry, follow this link: https:/www.cagliero.org.au
OrContact. L auren Hichaaba, Dir ectlbithaabatsaldsitneorg@a
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