
 

 

Gospel   -  Mark 12:38-44  
 

This poor widow has put more in than all who contributed. 
In his teaching Jesus said, 'Beware of the scribes who like to walk about in long 
robes, to be greeted obsequiously in the market squares, to take the front seats in 
the synagogues and the places of honour at banquets; these are the men who    
swallow the property of widows, while making a show of lengthy prayers. The 
more severe will be the sentence they receive.' 
 

He sat down opposite the treasury and watched the    
people putting money into the treasury, and many of 
the rich put in a great deal. A poor widow came and 
put in two small coins, the equivalent of a penny. 
Then he called his disciples and said to them, 'I tell 
you solemnly, this poor widow has put more in than 
all who have contributed to the treasury; for they have 
all put in money they had over, but she from the little 
she had has put in everything she possessed, all she 
had to live on.' 
 

The Gospel of the Lord           Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

Thirty - Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B - 7 November 2021  

 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  
PARISH 

 

60 Davey Street, Frankston 3199 

 

Please Pray for  
 

 

OUR SICK  -  Tony O’Kearney,  Emmanuel 

Okonkwo, Bernie Adrien. 
 
REMEMBRANCE  -  John Pell, David      
Moran.  
 
SPECIAL INTENTION  -  Nathan. 

 

Syro Malabar   

 Regular services :   
       Every Thursday night - 6pm Mass  at SFX 

       First Sunday of month - 5pm Mass at SJE     

 

ST. JOHN the EVANGELIST  
PARISH 

 

20 Coral Street, Frankston East 3199 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Chinua Okeke  CSSp  chinua.okeke@cam.org.au 

Assistant Priest:  Fr Jude Agorchukwu  CSSp  jude.agorchukwu@cam.org.au 
Deacon:    Rev Kevin Pattison    kevin.pattison@cam.org.au 
Email:    frankston@cam.org.au    Phone:  9783 3484 
Web:    www.frankstoncatholic.com.au  Office Hours : 9.00am -  4.00pm   
Secretaries:    Christina  & Hani                Mon -  Fri 

This Sunday’s Readings 
1st Reading   

              1Kings 17:10-16 
     2nd Reading   
             Heb 9:24-28 
             Gospel  
             Mark 12:38-44  

Next Sunday’s Readings 
1st Reading   

             Dan 12:1-3 
     2nd Reading   
             Heb 10:11-14, 18 
             Gospel  
             Mark 13:24-32  

Safeguarding Children and Young People:   
Enquires /Complaints:   0426 211 572 

Policies: 
                          https://www.frankstoncatholic.com.au/sfx/policies/  

If  you see something, say something 

John Paul College  
9784 0200  
Principal   

John Visentin 

St Augustine’s   
9781 3007  
Principal 

Carrie Rodda        

St Francis Xavier   
9783 3424  
Principal 

Stephen Peart 

St John’s  
9789 9794  
Principal   

Derek Bruitzman 

 

 

 
 
 
If you would like to help give back to the community  
please contact :  For Donations:  1800 621 349   
 

               For Assistance:  9769 6060    
 

For Assistance call 9769 6060  
 

SFX Vinnies   Peter Butler:  0410 569 357    
Meetings held on  1st & 3rd Mon   4.00pm-5.30pm  
SJE Vinnies   Mary Murtagh:  9781 3520  
Meetings held on  1st & 3rd Tues   10.00am-11.30am  

St. Francis Xavier’s Programme  
 

Sunday Masses  
 Vigil Mass:   6.00pm Saturday Evening   
 Sunday:        8.30am,  10.30am,  5.30pm 
Weekday Masses    
 Tuesday  -  Saturday   9.15 am;   1st + 3rd  Mondays of  the month  
Liturgy of Word and Communion Service   
 Monday  9.15am;   2nd,  4th  +  5th  Mondays of the month 
Exposition of Blessed Sacrament and Adoration 
 Wednesday before 9.15am Mass, Friday after 9.15 Mass 
 1st Friday of month until 10.00pm 
Reconciliation  
 Saturday  10am  & 5.30pm 
Anointing of the Sick Mass 
 1st Thursday of month  9.15am 
Rosary    
 Tuesdays before  9.15am Mass  and Saturdays after  9.15am Mass 

St. John’s Programme 
 

Sunday Masses  
   Vigil Mass:   7.00pm Saturday Evening   
   Sunday:        8.30am, 10.00am  
Weekday  Masses    
   Tuesday  -  Saturday  9.00 am   
Liturgy of Word and Communion Service   
   Monday  9.00am     
Exposition of Blessed Sacrament and Adoration 
  Wednesday before 9.00am Mass , Friday after 9.00am Mass 
   1st Friday of month until 12noon 
Reconciliation  
   Saturday  9.30am & 6.15pm 
Anointing of the Sick Mass 
   1st Thursday of month  9.00am 
Rosary    
   Before weekday Mass, (except Wednesday) 
   Saturday at 9.30am 

 

Ritchies Community Benefit Program.   
 

To date Ritchies has given away more than 51 million     
dollars into the Community to thousands of clubs, 
schools & charities. Our   program is an easy way to raise 
funds for your organisation with no costs involved! 
 

You can scan your card or the App at Ritchies Beach Street 
every time you shop in the Supermarket or Liquor store.  
The card or App can also be scanned at many other      
Ritchies stores.  For the list of Ritchies locations check our 
website at www.ritchies.com.au . 

Welcome and thank you for worshipping with us 
at 

St Francis Xavier / St John’s  
 

Please let us know if: 

  You are new to the Parish  
  Recently changed your home address  
  Need Thanksgiving envelopes 

Please fill in your details and drop it in the  
collection bag or hand it to the Priest. 

Name:     _______________________________ 

Address: ________________________________ 

Phone:    ________________________________ 

 

† Many Blessings † 

 
 

 

2022 Columban Calendar 
 

2022 Columban Calendars and Christmas 
cards will be available from St Vinnies    
commencing Sunday 20/21 November 
and 27/28 November after Mass.  
Calendars: $ 9.  Set of 5 cards: $ 3 

Mass timetable this week:  
 

SFX   
(To attend Mass, Please book at https://

www.frankstoncatholic.com.au/sfx/online-holy-mass-
booking/ 

 

Sunday Mass: 
Sunday Vigil, Saturday 6th November , 6pm (Fully Vax). 
Sunday,  7th November ,  8.30am (Vax status unknown). 
Sunday 7th November , 10.30am & 5.30pm (Fully Vax).                

 

Weekday Mass  -  9.15am  
 

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday Mass  -  Fully Vax. 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday  -  Vax status unknown 

 

SJE 
 

Sunday Mass: 
Sunday Vigil, Saturday 6th November , 6pm (Fully Vax). 
Sunday,  7th  October,  8.30am (Vax status unknown) 
Sunday, 7th November, 10.00am (Fully Vax).                
 

Weekday Mass - 9.00am 
 

Monday, 8th November  -  Communion service. 
Tues, 9th Nov - Sat, 13th Nov (Vax Status Unknown) 

 

Mass will be streamed online on : 
 

Sunday Mass  
Sunday Vigil,  Saturday,  30th October, 6.00pm  
Sunday,  31st  October,  10.30am.                
 

Weekday Mass  -  Friday, 12th November at  9.15am  
 

https://www.frankstoncatholic.com.au/sfx/policies/
http://www.ritchies.com.au/


 

 

Homily for Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B 
 
 
The two-and a half-year drought in the land of Israel during the reign of the wicked 
King Ahab had taken its toll on the people.  Food and water were scarce.             
Elijah, the prophet, was forced to go beyond frontiers in search of food and water.   

 

When he arrived in Zarephath, in Sidon, he met a widow who was gathering firewood,            
he appealed to her to give him some water to drink.  As she made her way to get him drinking 
water, he added, “Please bring me a scrap of bread in your hand.”  The widow responded that 
she intended to use the firewood she was gathering to prepare a meal with the last flour and oil 
she had for herself and her son, after which they would die of starvation.  Prophet Elijah       
implored her to share her meal with him, and that providence will take care of her needs until 
the drought ended.  The widow shared her meal with Elijah, and the Lord provided for her and 
her son until rain fell again in Israel.  What goes around, comes around.  Generosity begets 
generosity. 
 

Widows were one of the most vulnerable groups in the land of Israel.  The other three         
vulnerable groups were Levites, orphans, and strangers.  The Book of Deuteronomy states that, 
“At the end of every three years, you must take all the tithes of your harvests for that year and 
collect them in your community.  Then the Levite - since he has no share or heritage of his 
own among you - the foreigner, the orphan and the widow living in your community, will 
come and eat all they want.  And so, Yahweh your God will bless you in all the labours that 
you undertake.” (Deut 14:28-29).  The fact that widows, as in the first Reading and Gospel of 
today, performed acts of generosity despite their meagre resources is worthy of commendation. 
 

In today’s Gospel, (Mk 12:38-44), Jesus excoriated the Scribes for their hypocrisy.  They wore 
long robes which set them apart as honourable men and had privileged seats in the synagogues 
and at weddings.  People treated them with respect due to the position of authority they held in 
society - as educated men who were experts in the Law of Moses.  During the time of Jesus, 
the Scribes, the chief priest, the Pharisees, and the Sadducees formed the aristocracy.                
A considerable number of Scribes belonged to the Pharisee party and shared in their strict     
adherence to the Law, and externalism such as reciting lengthy prayers in public.  Jesus        
criticised them because despite their apparent piety they were wanting in fairness and         
compassion; they had no qualms in extorting money or items of value from widows. (Is 3:14).  
We should examine our conscience daily to ensure that our words and actions are motivated by 
truth and justice.  We should not be wolves in sheep clothing.  Today, the Church is bleeding 
because of the hypocrisy of some of her past leaders.  We must take Jesus’ criticism of the 
Scribes seriously and not repeat mistakes of the past. 
 

Jesus praised the widow who put in two coins, an equivalent of a penny, for her generosity.  
Other rich people had put in more money than she.  Some might have paid their tithes,         
(ten percent of their earnings), which would have been a huge sum depending on one’s         
income.  However, the widow put in all she had, which was insignificant when compared to 
the total amount collected in the offering, but very significant when compared to her earnings. 
 

One lesson we take from Jesus’ commendation of the widow’s offering is that none of our joys 
or tears or efforts go unnoticed in the face of God.  We must not shy away from society and 
think that we have no worth, nor should we be overwhelmed by the number of poor people in 
the world.  If we can make a difference in the life of one poor person at a time, that already is a 
huge success!  Also, we should not think that participating in the Parish Sacrificial Offering is 
only for those who can pledge big dollars!   No, every amount helps! 
 

The generosities of these widows mirrored the generosity of Jesus, who though he was the 
Second Person in the Blessed Trinity, emptied himself and became human for our               
sanctification and justification.  He did not only become human, but he offered himself totally 
on the cross that you and I may have life and have it to the fullest.                   
 
 
                        Fr Chinua Okeke  CSSp 
 

 

We Congratulate the following Candidates who will be    

Receiving the Eucharist for the first time. 
 

St Augustine’s Primary  
 

Charlie, Jack, Ava, Saskia, Hunter, Eliza, Harvie, Elanor, Elanor, Jaxson, Esther, Savannah,    

William, Dylan, Willow, Evie. 

St John’s Primary  

 

Mairead, Henry, Sophie, Isabella, Jensen, Benjamin, Denzel, Oliver, Jubei, Rhyla, Connor,    

Violet, Vida, Parker, Shaheem, Sophie, Scarlette, Meia, Audrey, Ava, Olivia, Jacob, Jack. 
 

St Francis’ Primary 

Molly, Caleb, Austin , Grace, Micah, Tomoharu, Cassandra,    

Ruby, Siyana, Lucy, Sophie, Jo Anne, Aliyah, Rozalia, 

Liam, Sebastian, Sage, Savior, Luciana, Joshua, Christo, 

Jacob, Alana, Millie, Stephna, Emily. 

  May the strength of Jesus’ love, joy and peace of 

this Holy day remain forever in your heart.  

 

Starting anew 
 

77. Each day offers us a new opportunity, a new possibility. We should not expect everything from those who 
govern us, for that would be childish. We have the space we need for co-responsibility in creating and putting 
into place new processes and changes. Let us take an active part in renewing and supporting our troubled      
societies. Today we have a great opportunity to express our innate sense of fraternity, to be Good Samaritans 
who bear the pain of other people’s troubles rather than fomenting greater hatred and resentment. Like the 
chance traveller in the parable, we need only have a pure and simple desire to be a people, a community,       
constant and tireless in the effort to include, integrate and lift up the fallen. We may often find ourselves        
succumbing to the mentality of the violent, the blindly ambitious, those who spread mistrust and lies. Others 
may continue to view politics or the economy as an arena for their own power plays. For our part, let us foster 
what is good and place ourselves at its service. 
 

78. We can start from below and, case by case, act at the most concrete and local levels, and then expand to the 
farthest reaches of our countries and our world, with the same care and concern that the Samaritan showed for 
each of the wounded man’s injuries. Let us seek out others and embrace the world as it is, without fear of pain 
or a sense of inadequacy, because there we will discover all the goodness that God has planted in human hearts. 
Difficulties that seem overwhelming are opportunities for growth, not excuses for a glum resignation that can 
lead only to acquiescence. Yet let us not do this alone, as individuals. The Samaritan discovered an innkeeper 
who would care for the man; we too are called to unite as a family that is stronger than the sum of small         
individual members. For “the whole is greater than the part, but it is also greater than the sum of its parts”.  Let 
us renounce the pettiness and resentment of useless in-fighting and constant confrontation. Let us stop feeling 
sorry for ourselves and acknowledge our crimes, our apathy, our lies. Reparation and reconciliation will give us 
new life and set us all free from fear.  (Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti) 


