
 

 

Gospel - Luke 15 : 1-3, 11-32 
 

Your brother here was dead and has come to life. 
 

The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the company of Jesus to hear what he had to say, and the   
Pharisees and the scribes complained. 'This man,' they said, 'welcomes sinners and eats with them.' So he spoke 
this parable to them: 
 

'A man had two sons. The younger said to his father, "Father, let me have the share of the estate that would come 
to me." So the father divided the property between them. A few days later, the younger son got together           
everything he had and left for a distant country where he squandered his money on a life of debauchery. 
 

'When he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine, and now he began to feel the pinch, so he 
hired himself out to one of the local inhabitants who put him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he would willingly 
have filled his belly with the husks the pigs were eating but no one offered him anything. Then he came to his 
senses and said, "How many of my father's paid servants have more food than they want, and here am I dying of 
hunger! I will leave this place and go to my father and say: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; 
I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as one of your paid servants." So he left the place and went 
back to his father. 
 

'While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped him in 
his arms and kissed him tenderly. Then his son said, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I no 
longer deserve to be called your son." But the father said to his servants, "Quick! Bring out the best robe and put 
it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the calf we have been fattening, and kill it; we are 
going to have a feast, a celebration, because this son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was lost and 
is found." And they began to celebrate. 
 

'Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back, as he drew near the house, he could hear music and 
dancing. Calling one of the servants he asked what it was all about, "Your brother has come" replied the servant 
"and your father has killed the calf we had fattened because he has got him back 
safe and sound." He was angry then and refused to go in, and his father came out 
to plead with him; but he answered his father, "Look, all these years I have 
slaved for you and never once disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered me 
so much as a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But, for this son of yours, 
when he comes back after swallowing up your property - he and his women - 
you kill the calf we had been fattening." 
 

'The father said, "My son, you are with me always and all I have is yours. But it 
was only right we should celebrate and rejoice, because your brother here was 
dead and has come to life; he was lost and is found."' 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Forth Sunday of Lent - 27 March 2022 

 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  
PARISH 

 

60 Davey Street, Frankston 3199 

Please Pray for  
 

OUR SICK - Carmen Sciortino, Sylvia Griffiths,      
Rodney Abbatangelo, Robert Wickdoltz, Dolly Maher, 
Riley Kemp. 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED - Florante Ysais,  Pauline 
Wyld, Florence Dowell, Hermina Brysha.  
 

REMEMBRANCE - Aleyamma and Paul, Shera 
George, Ron Watson, Jacques Claude, John Haugh,     
Gloria O’Loghlin, Alan Wardley. 
 

BIRTHDAY - Reikky Seipp. 
 

SPECIAL INTENTION - Neal, Yvonne, Michael, 
Zac, Peter, Levi Hill. 

 

 Syro Malabar   

  Regular services :   
       Every Thursday night - 6pm Mass  at SFX 

       First Sunday of month - 5pm Mass at SJE     

 

ST. JOHN the EVANGELIST  
PARISH 

 

20 Coral Street, Frankston East 3199 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Chinua Okeke  CSSp  chinua.okeke@cam.org.au 

Assistant Priest:  Fr Jude Agorchukwu  CSSp  jude.agorchukwu@cam.org.au 
Deacon:    Rev Kevin Pattison    kevin.pattison@cam.org.au 
Email:    frankston@cam.org.au    Phone:  9783 3484 
Web:    www.frankstoncatholic.com.au  Office Hours : 9.00am -  4.00pm   
Secretaries:    Christina  & Hani                Mon -  Fri 

This Sunday’s Readings 
1st Reading 
Jos 5:9-12 
2nd Reading   
2 Cor 5:17-21 
Gospel  
Luk 15:1-3,11-32 

Next Sunday’s Readings 
1st Reading 
Isa 43:16-21 
2nd Reading   
Phil 3:8-14 
Gospel  
Jn 8:1-11 

Safeguarding Children and Young People:   
Enquires /Complaints:   0426 211 572 

Policies: 
                          https://www.frankstoncatholic.com.au/sfx/policies/  

If  you see something, say something 

John Paul College  
9784 0200  
Principal   

John Visentin 

St Augustine’s   
9781 3007  
Principal 

Carrie Rodda        

St Francis Xavier   
9783 3424  
Principal 

Stephen Peart 

St John’s  
9789 9794  
Principal   

Derek Bruitzman 

St. Francis Xavier’s Programme  
 

Sunday Masses  
    Vigil Mass:   6.00pm Saturday Evening  
    Sunday:        8.30am, 10.30am,  5.30pm   
Weekday Masses  
    1st +3rd  Monday of the month , Tuesday to  Saturday -  9.15am 
Liturgy of Word and Communion Service  - 9.15am 
    Mondays: 2nd, 4th + 5th Mondays of the month  
Exposition of Blessed Sacrament and Adoration  
    Wednesdays and 1st Fridays - 9.45am 
Reconciliation  
    Saturdays - 10am  & 5.30pm 
Anointing of the Sick Mass  
    1st Thursday of month  - 9.15am 
Rosary    
     Tuesdays before  9.15am Mass  and Saturdays after  9.15am Mass 

 

St. John’s Programme 
 

Sunday Masses  
   Vigil Mass:   7.00pm Saturday Evening   
   Sunday:        8.30am and 10.00am  
Weekday  Masses   
   Tuesday to Saturday -  9.00am  
Liturgy of Word and Communion Service   
   Monday - 9.00am 
Exposition of Blessed Sacrament and Adoration  
  Wednesdays and 1st Fridays - 9.30am. 
   Reconciliation  
   Saturdays - 9.30am & 6.15pm 
Anointing of the Sick Mass  
   1st Thursday of month  9.00am  
Rosary    
Before weekday Mass, Tuesday to Saturday - 9.30am 

        LENT 2022   

Stations of the Cross  
 

this Friday, 1 April 2022 will 
be held before morning Mass.  

SJE  -  at 8.30am   
SFX - at 8.40 am 

Come to the Healing Mass  
with Fr John OFM Conv.  
On Monday, 4 Apr 2022   

 

Rosary at 6.30pm 
Praise and Worship at  7.00pm  

Mass starts at 7.30pm at St Joseph’s Church  
Cnr St James Ave & Buckingham ave, Springvale 

 

Enquiries :  Jenny 0447 524 893, Imelda 0406 403 780 
Bernadette 0407 307 377 and Joseph 0452 001 714 

 

 
 

Stations of the Cross 
 

will follow Mass on Fridays in Lent except 
for the First Friday of the month. 

 

             Friday, 1 April  
SJE 8.30am     SFX 8.40am 
             Friday, 8 April 
SJE 9.30am     SFX 9.45am 
            Friday 15 April 
SJE 9.30am     SFX 9.30am 

 

Sundays of  Lent  
 

5th Sunday, 3 April  
Outreach Sunday 

 

Palm Sunday, 10 April 
Holy Week 

 

Outreach Sunday 
 
 

Sunday 3 April is an Outreach Sunday.   
You will be send forth to invite your neighbours      

to come and celebrate  
the Mystery of the Passion, Death and Resurrection 

of Jesus Christ with us 

Anointing of the Sick this Sunday 
we will have Anointing of the Sick after every 

Mass, hence,   
The Annointing of the Sick will not take place this 

coming Thursday, 7 April 2022 

 

       Annointing of the Sick 
 

James 5:14-16 
Any one of you who is ill should send for the elders of the church, and they must anoint the sick person with oil in 
the name of the Lord and pray over him. The prayer of faith will save the sick person and the Lord will raise him up 
again; and if he has committed any sins, he will be forgiven. So confess your sins to one another, and pray for one 
another to be cured; the heartfelt prayer of someone upright works very powerfully. 

Working Bee 
 

There will be a working 
bee on Saturday, 9 April 

following Mass to decorate the 
Church for Palm Sunday. 

 

Easter Reconciliation 
 

SJE - Fri, 8 Apr at 7.00pm  
SFX - Mon, 11 Apr  at  7.00pm 

 

Palm / Olive branches Wanted! 
As Palm Sunday is fast                
approaching, we are asking if  
anyone could donate palm 

leaves / olive branches.  Please call the     
Parish office at 9783 3484 if you can help.  
Many thanks.  

 

A big ‘Thank You’ to all who, so generously, 
contributed towards a new IT system for       

St John’s Church.  Thank You! 

1st Friday of the month               
Adoration / Benediction  

 

on Friday, 1 April following Mass 
SFX: Until 10.00pm     
SJE: Until 10.30am 

Washing of the Feet 
 

12 Volunteers Needed for 
Washing of the feet for 
Holy Thursday. A list will 
be in the foyer from next 
weekend. 

St Francis Xavier’s Blessed Virgin Mary Grotto Appeal 
 

Tickets are on sale on Sundays after Mass until 15 May.  
Buy your tickets now!! Donations welcome.  

Thank you for your support. 

Divine Mercy Sunday 
 

We will celebrate Divine Mercy   
Sunday with Confession, Rosary and 
Mass on Sunday, 24 April 2022        
at 1.30pm 

https://www.frankstoncatholic.com.au/sfx/policies/


 

 

Homily for Fourth Sunday in Lent, Year C 

The theme that permeates the Readings of this Sunday is ‘Reconciliation’.  This theme which 
is implicit in the first Reading, is explicit in the second Reading and the Gospel.  The return 
of the people of Israel to the land of Canaan under the leadership of Joshua after over two 
hundred years of sojourn in Egypt was a form of reconciliation with the land.  This                 

reconciliation was cemented in the Israelites eating from the produce of the land. (Jos 5:9-12). 
 

In the second Reading, (2 Cor 5:17-21), St Paul stated that in Christ, God was reconciling the world to 
himself not holding people’s sins against them.  Thus, in Christ, our old self of sin is subsumed in our new 
self of grace.  We are therefore ambassadors of Christ, entrusted with the task of making the Good News 
of Christ’s reconciliation known to everyone. 
 

The Gospel, (Lk 15:1-3,11-32), is traditionally known as the parable of the prodigal son.  The background 
to the parable was that the “tax collectors and sinners” were attracted to the message of hope and              
reconciliation preached by Jesus, such that a considerable number of them came to listen to him and      
interact with him.  We recall that Jesus had included Matthew, a tax collector, among his apostles, and he 
had declared that it was the sick who needed the doctor not the healthy, (Mk 2:17), and that he came not to 
call the virtuous but sinners, (Lk 5:32).  The Scribes and Pharisees were appalled at Jesus mingling with 
“tax collectors and sinners”, hence, he responded to their complaint with the parable of the prodigal son. 
 

Per the parable, a man had two sons, the younger demanded from his dad the estate that would have gone 
to him when his father died.  In doing so, he wished his father were dead which was an evil thought.     
Secondly, in demanding that their father shared his estate between him and his elder brother, he usurped 
the right which belonged to his elder brother as the first-born.  To underscore the gravity of what the     
second son did, imagine as a parent, one of your children saying to you, “I want you to hand over to me 
right now whatever you have willed to me, I do not care how much longer you may live; you must give it 
to me right now!”  I believe this would be a big shock to any parent and may trigger resentment from his 
siblings. 
 

The father gave the younger son his share of the estate, and he sold it and left for a distant country where 
he squandered the money in licentious living.  Once his money ran out, he learnt the hard way that all that 
glitters may not be gold.  He realised too late that the freedom he sought for must go with responsibility 
and that those he thought were his bosom friends were mere ravenous wolves. 
 

Once money and friends were gone, he tried to make ends meet by hiring himself out to a local farmer 
who sent him to work in his piggery.  As he worked with an empty stomach, he came to his senses!  He 
recalled that his father’s paid servants had more dignity than he now has, hence, he decided to go back to 
his father to admit his wrong doing and ask for forgiveness.  A true sign of contrition is the willingness to 
acknowledge and confess the sin, and a firm resolve not to re-offend. 
 

When he reached his hometown, before he got to his father’s property, he was amazed that his father ran 
and met him on the way.  His father clasped him and kissed him because he knew that his son was dead 
but had come back to life, he was lost but has now been found.  Anyone who is in serious sin is             
considered spiritually dead.  The prodigal son acknowledged his guilt by saying to his father, “father, I 
have sinned against heaven and against you.  I no longer deserve to be called your son.”  Every sin we 
commit also effects our relationship with God, (Ps 51:4), which explains the younger son’s            
acknowledgement that he had sinned against heaven and against his father. 
 

Though the prodigal son’s father was deeply disgusted with his behaviour, however, he was willing to 
give his now repentant son a second chance by restoring his sonship.  He did this by ordering a new robe 
be put on him and a ring on his finger.  He also organised a lavish banquet in his honour to celebrate his 
conversion.  St Monica, the mother of St Augustine would have thrown such a banquet if she had the 
means to celebrate the conversion of her son, St Augustine. 
 

When the elder son came back from working in the fields and heard that his younger brother had come 
back and their father had organised a banquet to welcome him, because he had become repentant, he     
became angry and refused to join in the celebration.  I acknowledge that people do go through hurt and 
trauma because of the injustices or bullying or other forms of abuse meted on them.  The deeper the hurt, 
the longer it may take to heal. 
 

However, God always gives us a second chance so we are invited to dispose our hearts to forgive,         
especially when the offender is truly repentant.  The father of the two sons came out and pleaded with the 
elder son to give his brother a second chance because he was remorseful of his bad behaviour.  The elder 
son was so angry with his younger brother that he had severed the sibling tie between them.  He referred 
to his brother in his conversation with their father as “this son of yours”. 
 

The father assured the elder son that his place in the family was not in dispute, but evil must always be 
condemned and the good acknowledged; hence, the need to celebrate because his brother who was dead 
has come back to life and who was lost has been found.  
 

May the Lord always find us when we are lost!  And may our Lenten observances dispose our hearts to 
true repentance. Amen. 

            Fr. Chinua Okeke CSSp 

 

 Act of Consecration of Ukraine and Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary  
Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord (25 March 2022) 

 
O Mary, Mother of God and our Mother, in this time of trial we turn to you.  
 

As our Mother, you love us and know us: no concern of our hearts is hidden from you.  Mother of mercy, how 
often we have experienced your watchful care and your peaceful presence!  You never cease to guide us to  
Jesus, the Prince of Peace.  
 

Yet we have strayed from that path of peace.  We have forgotten the lesson learned from the tragedies of the 
last century, the sacrifice of the millions who fell in two world wars.  We have disregarded the commitments 
we made as a community of nations.  We have betrayed peoples’ dreams of peace and the hopes of the young.  
We grew sick with greed, we thought only of our own nations and their interests, we grew indifferent and 
caught up in our selfish needs and concerns.  We chose to ignore God, to be satisfied with our illusions, to 
grow arrogant and aggressive, to suppress innocent lives and to stockpile weapons.  We stopped being our 
neighbour’s keepers and stewards of our common home.  We have ravaged the garden of the earth with war 
and by our sins we have broken the heart of our heavenly Father, who desires us to be brothers and sisters.  We 
grew indifferent to everyone and everything except ourselves.  Now with shame we cry out: Forgive us, Lord!  
 

Holy Mother, amid the misery of our sinfulness, amid our struggles and weaknesses, amid the mystery of         
iniquity that is evil and war, you remind us that God never abandons us, but continues to look upon us with 
love, ever ready to forgive us and raise us up to new life.  He has given you to us and made your Immaculate 
Heart a refuge for the Church and for all humanity.  By God’s gracious will, you are ever with us; even in the 
most troubled moments of our history, you are there to guide us with tender love.  
 

We now turn to you and knock at the door of your heart.  We are your beloved children.  In every age you 
make yourself known to us, calling us to conversion.  At this dark hour, help us and grant us your comfort.  Say 
to us once more: “Am I not here, I who am your Mother?”  You are able to untie the knots of our hearts and of 
our times.  In you we place our trust.  We are confident that, especially in moments of trial, you will not be 
deaf to our supplication and will come to our aid.  
 

That is what you did at Cana in Galilee, when you interceded with Jesus and he worked the first of his signs.  
To preserve the joy of the wedding feast, you said to him: “They have no wine” (Jn 2:3).  Now, O Mother,    
repeat those words and that prayer, for in our own day we have run out of the wine of hope, joy has fled,      
fraternity has faded.  We have forgotten our humanity and squandered the gift of peace.  We opened our hearts 
to violence and destructiveness.  How greatly we need your maternal help! 
 

Therefore, O Mother, hear our prayer. 
Star of the Sea, do not let us be shipwrecked in the tempest of war. 
Ark of the New Covenant, inspire projects and paths of reconciliation. 
Queen of Heaven, restore God’s peace to the world. 
Eliminate hatred and the thirst for revenge, and teach us forgiveness. 
Free us from war, protect our world from the menace of nuclear weapons. 
Queen of the Rosary, make us realise our need to pray and to love. 
Queen of the Human Family, show people the path of fraternity. 
Queen of Peace, obtain peace for our world. 
 

O Mother, may your sorrowful plea stir our hardened hearts.  May the tears you shed for us make this valley 
parched by our hatred blossom anew.  Amid the thunder of weapons, may your prayer turn our thoughts to 
peace.  May your maternal touch soothe those who suffer and flee from the rain of bombs.  May your motherly 
embrace comfort those forced to leave their homes and their native land. May your Sorrowful Heart move us to 
compassion and inspire us to open our doors and to care for our brothers and sisters who are  injured and cast 
aside. 
 

Holy Mother of God, as you stood beneath the cross, Jesus, seeing the disciple at your side, said: “Behold your 
son” (Jn 19:26).  In this way he entrusted each of us to you.  To the disciple, and to each of us, he said: 
“Behold, your Mother” (v. 27).  Mother Mary, we now desire to welcome you into our lives and our history.  
At this hour, a weary and distraught humanity stands with you beneath the cross, needing to entrust itself to 
you and, through you, to consecrate itself to Christ.  The people of Ukraine and Russia, who venerate you with 
great love, now turn to you, even as your heart beats with compassion for them and for all those peoples       
decimated by war, hunger, injustice and poverty. 
 

Therefore, Mother of God and our Mother, to your Immaculate Heart we solemnly entrust and consecrate     
ourselves, the Church and all humanity, especially Russia and Ukraine.  Accept this act that we carry out with    
confidence and love.  Grant that war may end and peace spread throughout the world.  The “Fiat” that arose 
from your heart opened the doors of history to the Prince of Peace.  We trust that, through your heart, peace 
will dawn once more.  To you we consecrate the future of the whole human family, the needs and expectations 
of every people, the anxieties and hopes of the world. 
 

Through your intercession, may God’s mercy be poured out on the earth and the gentle rhythm of peace return 
to mark our days.  Our Lady of the “Fiat”, on whom the Holy Spirit descended, restore among us the harmony 
that comes from God.  May you, our “living fountain of hope”, water the dryness of our hearts.  In your womb 
Jesus took flesh; help us to foster the growth of communion.  You once trod the streets of our world; lead us 


