
 Palm Sunday - 10 April 2022 

 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  
PARISH 

 

60 Davey Street, Frankston 3199 

 

Please Pray for  
 
 

OUR SICK - Mary Morgan, Emma, Mercy       
Williams, Riley Kemp, Lorna Rebecca, Kim Lord, 
Kara Kennedy, Carol and Ken Ashcroft. 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED - Brian Westall,  
Ian Manly. 
 

REMEMBRANCE - Marie Keble, Mathieu 
Zwaan, Peter Watson, Sue Adam, Nicole Smith,    
Rona Crannitch, Glen Santineer, Patricia Luscombe, 
Eduardo Paylado, Prescilla Fiel, Les Bennett, Frank 
County, Gary Epstein, Maria Balliro, John Rahilly, 
Jess Alfred Sibal, Laurence Keble. 

 

Syro Malabar   

 Regular services :   
      Every Thursday night - 6pm Mass  at SFX. 

      First Sunday of month - 5pm Mass at SJE.     

 

ST. JOHN the EVANGELIST  
PARISH 

 

20 Coral Street, Frankston East 3199 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Chinua Okeke  CSSp  chinua.okeke@cam.org.au 
Assistant Priest:  Fr Jude Agorchukwu  CSSp  jude.agorchukwu@cam.org.au 
Deacon:    Rev Kevin Pattison    kevin.pattison@cam.org.au 
Email:    frankston@cam.org.au    Phone:  9783 3484 
Web:    www.frankstoncatholic.com.au  Office Hours : 9.00am -  4.00pm  Mon-Fri 

 
 

Gospel - Luke 23 : 1-49 
 

The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke  
 
The elders of the people and the chief priests and scribes rose, and they brought Jesus before Pilate. 
 

They began their accusation by saying, 'We found this man inciting our people to revolt, opposing payment of tribute to 
Caesar, and claiming to be Christ, a king.' Pilate put to him this question, 'Are you the king of the Jews?' 'It is you who 
say it' he replied. Pilate then said to the chief priests and the crowd, 'I find no case against this man.' But they persisted, 
'He is inflaming the people with his teaching all over Judaea; it has come all the way from   Galilee, where he started, 
down to here.' When Pilate heard this, he asked if the man were a Galilean; and finding that he came under Herod's   
jurisdiction he passed him over to Herod who was also in Jerusalem at that time. 
 

Herod was delighted to see Jesus; he had heard about him and had been wanting for a long time to set eyes on him; 
moreover, he was hoping to see some miracle worked by him. So he questioned him at some length; but without getting 
any reply. Meanwhile the chief priests and scribes were there, violently pressing their accusations. Then Herod,         
together with his guards, treated him with contempt and made fun of him; he put a rich cloak on him and sent him back 
to Pilate. And though Herod and Pilate had been enemies before, they were reconciled that same day. 
 

Pilate then summoned the chief priests and the leading men and the people. 'You brought this man before me' he said 'as 
a political agitator. Now I have gone into the matter myself in your presence and found no case against the man in     
respect of all the charges you bring against him. Nor has Herod either, since he has sent him back to us. As you can see, 
the man has done nothing that deserves death, so I shall have him flogged and then let him go.' But as one man they 
howled, 'Away with him! Give us Barabbas!' (This man had been thrown into prison for causing a riot in the city and 
for murder.) 
 

Pilate was anxious to set Jesus free and addressed them again, but they shouted back, 'Crucify him! Crucify him!' And 
for the third time he spoke to them, 'Why? What harm has this man done? I have found no case against him that         
deserves death, so I shall have him punished and then let him go.' But they kept on shouting at the top of their voices, 
demanding that he should be crucified. And their shouts were growing louder. 
 

Pilate then gave his verdict: their demand was to be granted. He released the man they asked for, who had been         
imprisoned for rioting and murder, and handed Jesus over to them to deal with as they pleased. 
 

As they were leading him away they seized on a man, Simon from Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, and 
made him shoulder the cross and carry it behind Jesus. Large numbers of people followed him, and of women too, who 
mourned and lamented for him. But Jesus turned to them and said, 'Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep 
rather for yourselves and for your children. For the days will surely come when people will say, "Happy are those who 
are barren, the wombs that have never borne, the breasts that have never suckled!" Then they will begin to say to the 
mountains, "Fall on us!"; to the hills, "Cover us!" For if men use the green wood like this, what will happen when it is 
dry?' Now with him they were also leading out two other criminals to be executed. 
 

When they reached the place called The Skull, they crucified him there and the two criminals also, one on the right, the 
other on the left. Jesus said, 'Father forgive them; they do not know what they are doing.' Then they cast lots to share 
out his clothing. 
 

The people stayed there watching him. As for the leaders, they jeered at him. 'He saved others,' they said 'let him save 
himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.' The soldiers mocked him too and when they approached to offer 
him vinegar they said, 'If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.' Above him there was an inscription: 'This is the 
King of the Jews.' 
 

One of the criminals hanging there abused him. 'Are you not the Christ?' he said. 'Save yourself and us as well.' But the 
other spoke up and rebuked him. 'Have you no fear of God at all?' he said. 'You got the same sentence as he did, but in 
our case we deserved it; we are paying for what we did. But this man has done nothing wrong. Jesus,' he said 'remember 
me when you come into your kingdom.' 'Indeed, I promise you,' he replied 'today you 
will be with me in paradise.' 
 

It was now about the sixth hour and, with the sun eclipsed, a darkness came over the 
whole land until the ninth hour. The veil of the Temple was torn right down the middle; 
and when Jesus had cried out in a loud voice, he said, 'Father, into your hands I commit 
my spirit.' With these words he breathed his last.  (All kneel and pause a moment.) 
 

When the centurion saw what had taken place, he gave praise to God and said, 'This was 
a great and good man.' And when all the people who had gathered for the spectacle saw 
what had happened, they went home beating their breasts. 
 

All his friends stood at a distance; so also did the women who had accompanied him 
from Galilee, and they saw all this happen.    
 

The Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

This Sunday’s Readings 
1st Reading 
Is 50:4-7 
2nd Reading   
Ph 2:6-11 
Gospel  
Lk 23:1-49 

Next Sunday’s Readings 
1st Reading 
Acts 10:34, 37-43 
2nd Reading   
Col 3:1-4 
Gospel   
Lk 24:1-12 

Safeguarding Children and Young People:   
Enquires /Complaints:   0426 211 572 

Policies: 
                          https://www.frankstoncatholic.com.au/sfx/policies/  

If  you see something, say something 

John Paul College  
9784 0200  
Principal   

John Visentin 

St Augustine’s   
9781 3007  
Principal 

Carrie Rodda        

St Francis Xavier   
9783 3424  
Principal 

Stephen Peart 

St John’s  
9789 9794  
Principal   

Derek Bruitzman 

 

Frankston Friendship Club Outing 2022 
 

Come and join us for Lunch at the amazingly beautiful 
converted stables at the St Andrews Beach Brewery on 
Thursday, 21 April 2022. 
 

Lunch to share - garlic bread, pizza, chicken wings and a 
surprise dessert.   Cost - $40pp. 
Bus leaves at 11.00am from St Francis Xavier Church. 
============================================================= 
 

Or a spend a day on Phillip Island Vietnam War Museum 
on Thursday, 19 May 2022.  Three course meal for 
lunch at Maru Zoo Café included. Cost $55pp.             

Bus leaves at 9.00am from St Francis  
Xavier Church.  Morning tea and wander 
around the park ($14) at your own expense.     
 

Bookings are essential.  For more info 
please call Marie 0409 197 888,         
Mary 9783 8296 and Suzy 0419 367 778. 

Catholic Theological College 
 

Series of short sessions: online via Zoom 
 

Engaging Your Faith 
 

Choose one, choose all, choose what interests you and 
all for just $25 per session, running 3 to 28 May 2022 

Booking, payment and further information:  
ctc.edu.au/engaging-your-faith/ 

 

St. John the Evangelist   

Presbytery   $470.00 

Church   $741.00 

St. Francis Xavier  

Presbytery   $963.00 

Church   $1,956.00 

Thank you for your  
continued support 

OFFERINGS 
————————————————— 

GIVING BACK TO GOD 

 

  Welcome and thank you  
for worshipping with us  

at St Francis Xavier / St John the Evangelist.  
 

Please let us know if: 
    You are new to the Parish  
    Recently changed your home address  
    Need Thanksgiving envelopes 

 

Please fill in your details and drop it in the  
collection bag or hand it to the Priest. 

 

Name:     ________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________ 

Phone:    ________________________________ 

 

 

 
If you would like to help give back to the community  
please contact :  For Donations:  1800 621 349   
     For Assistance call 9769 6060 
 

SFX Vinnies   Peter Butler:  0410 569 357    
Meetings held on  1st & 3rd Mon   4.00pm-5.30pm  
SJE Vinnies   Mary Murtagh:  9781 3520  
Meetings held on 1st & 3rd Tues 10.00am-11.30am  

 

'Pondering Grief',  
Saturday 30 April 2022, 10am-3.30pm.  

 

Facilitated by qualified Counsellor/ Supervisor/ Educator 
Linda Espie, this reflection day offers an invitation to  
reflect on and honour our inner life of change and        
transition.  With creativity, space and gentle guiding   
support, this workshop offers a sacred place for the 
breadth of human experiencing and spirit to guide       
individual exploration.  Heart of Life Centre for Spiritual 
& Pastoral Formation, Rear 41 Stanhope St, Malvern.   
Cost $80 (Materials provided, BYO lunch).  Book and 
pay via www.heartoflife.melbourne, or tel 9890 1101. 
Email info@heartoflife.melbourne.   

https://www.frankstoncatholic.com.au/sfx/policies/
https://ctc.edu.au/engaging-your-faith/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.heartoflife.melbourne%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C046e449b4dd04397f87008da0c80af0d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637836044077648801%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIj
mailto:info@heartoflife.melbourne


 

 

Homily for Palm Sunday,  Year C 
 

Palm Sunday is the last Sunday in Lent and the beginning of the most Holy Week in 
the Christian Calendar, when we commemorate the Passion, Death and Resurrection 

of Jesus Christ.  Holy Week is a week of no swearing, no quarrels, no gossips and no hatred or 
hurtful feelings in our hearts.  It is a week of love, reconciliation, fairness, kindness and of peace.  
Palm symbolises peace and victory, hence, the use of palms today portrays Christ as the King of 
peace.   
 

Jesus came to reconcile humanity with itself and humanity with God.  He said, “blessed are the 
peace makers, for they shall be called children of God.” (Mt 5:9).  St Paul also informed us that 
in Christ, God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting our sins against us, and now, 
He has entrusted to us the task of spreading the Good News of God’s reconciliation.                   
(2 Cor 5:19).  Though in Christ, God has reconciled the world to Himself, however, the world is 
still in dire need of the fruits of this reconciliation.  Hence, there is a need for humanity to allow 
Jesus’ way of life to permeate their lives by accepting him as their King, Lord, and  Saviour!  We 
do this by renouncing all forms of violence, bigotry, intimidation, and victimization.  
 

Today, we are celebrating the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem to accomplish the mission 
entrusted to him by the Father.  This celebration is both joyous and sober.  The first part of the 
ceremony relates to Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem which is joyous and the second part 
which narrates his passion is sober. 
 

Jesus who is our King, Priest and Prophet had shied away from drawing attention to himself   
during his earthly ministry.  When he healed the sick, he would instruct them not to reveal his 
identity to others.  Though he was God, he emptied himself and became human for our sake, and 
being human, he lived a humble life. (Phil 2:6-7).  Jesus invites us to emulate his self-emptying 
by getting rid of unnecessary pomposity in our lives.  He also calls on us to come to him with our 
joys and sorrows, for he said, “come to me all you who labour and are overburdened and I will 
give you rest, shoulder my yoke for I am lowly and humble of heart and you will find rest for 
your souls.” (Matt 11:20-30). 
 

Just as Jesus allowed his glory to become manifest to his disciples at his Transfiguration,        
likewise, in his triumphal entry into Jerusalem, he allowed himself to be treated as a king.  Angel 
Gabriel had proclaimed during the annunciation that Jesus was to be born to take over the throne 
of his ancestor David and that his kingdom will have no end. (Lk 1:32).  Jesus  consecrated by 
the Holy Spirit and sent by the Father, entered Jerusalem for the climax of his mission.             
The Father had attested that he was His son in whom He was well pleased, and He had asked us 
to listen to him. (Lk 9:35). 
 

In the Gospel of John, in the lead up to his Passion, Death and Resurrection, many people came 
to the awareness that he was the Messiah and believed in him; thus, obeying the instruction from 
the Father that we should listen to him. 
 

The Gospel of Luke, (Lk 19:28-40), narrates Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  Even in his 
moment of glory, Jesus still chose the humble path.  He chose to ride on a donkey which          
espouses humility and peace, rather than on a horse which is more magnificent and projects     
power, strength and war.  His disciples spread their cloak on the donkey and Jesus sat on it.  
Some people in the crowd placed their cloaks on the road, others cut tree branches and placed 
them on the road.  They chanted with joy and praise, “hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessings on 
him who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest heavens!” 
 

Today as we celebrate Palm Sunday, let us with hearts full of gratitude to God raise our branches 
with songs of praise to Christ our King.  Let us adore and worship him with our hearts, minds 
and bodies.  Jesus enters Jerusalem to undergo his Passion, Death and Resurrection; may his      
sacrifices bestow on us grace upon grace. (Jn 1:16).  
 

Fr Chinua Okeke  CSSp    

        LENT 2022   
 

                                 Palm Sunday 
 

Sundays of  Lent  
 

Palm Sunday, 10 April. 
Holy Week. 

 

 

Easter Reconciliation 
 

SFX - this Mon, 11 Apr at  7.00pm. 

St Francis 
Xavier 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 2022 
St John the 
Evangelist 

Palm Sunday 10 April  

6.00pm 
(9 April) 

Vigil Mass– Blessing of Palms 
(Procession) 

7.00pm 
(9 April) 

8.30am 
Mass – Blessing of Palms 

(Procession) 
8.30am 

10.30am 
5.30pm 

Mass – Blessing of Palms  
(Solemn Procession) 

10.00am 

Holy Thursday - 14 April 

7.30pm 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper & 
Watch & Prayer until 12am 

7.00pm 

Good Friday -  15 April 

9.30am 
SFX Station of the Cross 
SJE Station of the Cross 

9.30am 

3.00pm 
Solemn Celebration of the 

Lord’s Passion 
3.00pm 

SOLEMNITY OF EASTER 

8.00pm Easter Vigil - 16 April 7.00pm 

8.30am 
10.30am 
5.30pm 

Easter Sunday - 17 April 
8.30am 

10.00am 

EASTER RECONCILIATION 

Mon, 11 April 7.00pm  (Second Rite)  

 DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY  24 Apr  

  1.30pm 
Confession, Rosary, Procession 

and  Mass 
- 

Stations of the Cross 
 
 

Friday 15 April. 
SJE 9.30am.   SFX 9.30am. 
(Veneration of the Cross and 
Holy Communion included) 

 

Palm / Olive  
 

Thank you to those who donated palm 
leaves / olive branches.    

 

Working Bee 
 

Thank you for those who came and 
help to decorate the Church yesterday. 

 

Holy Thursday and Good Friday 
Special Collections 

 

There will be a special collection on Holy      
Thursday for the poor and a special collection on 
Good Friday for Holy Land. 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday 
 

St Francis Xavier Church will          
celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday 
with Confession, Rosary and Mass 
on the 24 April at 1.30pm.   

 

All welcome. 

Palm Sunday 
 

Every day, more than 200 million children miss out on school, 
around     690 million people go hungry and 2.2 billion people cannot 
access clean drinking water. 
 

With your generosity, Caritas Australia has been able to help millions 
of vulnerable people around the world, through Project Compassion 
appeal. 
 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2022 to help continue       
empowering vulnerable communities around the world lift         
themselves and their communities out of poverty. 
 

Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their challenges 
today and build a better tomorrow For All Future Generations. You can donate through 
Project Compassion donation boxes and envelopes available from your Parish, or visit 
lent.caritas.org.au or phone 1800 024 413.  

 

Chrism Mass (Mass of the Blessing of the Oils) 
 

Parishioners are encourage to participate in the 
Chrism Mass this Tuesday, 12 April at 7.30pm at 

St Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne.  

Monday Mass 
 

Morning Mass will be 
celebrated this Monday, 
11 April at both Churches. 
SJE - 9.00  SFX - 9.15am.  

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion

